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At this time, which inclines towards narrower and narrower specialisation, personalities of
broad interests who can assert themselves in a variety of disciplines and activities are ine-
vitably becoming scarce. One of these rare exceptions is a member of the editorial board
of the Acta Silesiaca, a renowned historian, an ethnographer, and a university lecturer,
a tireless organizer of scientific research and popularizer of its results, a journalist and a
script writer, as well as an experienced traveller, prof. PhDr. Mecislav Borak, CSc. Mita, as
his friends call him, and | have known each other for forty years. We have cooperated on
a number of research projects and | have had the opportunity to follow closely his diverse
activities which have lead him to various corners of the world and which are still continuing,
so one cannot believe that earlier this year he has celebrated only his 70* birthday. Let
us grasp this opportunity to commemorate his work at least, far from consummated as it
may be, the detailed evaluation of which is yet to be awaited from the hands of the next
generation of historians.’

He was born towards the end of the war, on 31 January 1945, in Rizdka near Vsetin. Howe-
ver, he spent most of his childhood and youth in Frydek-Mistek. After finishing secondary
school, he studied journalism at the Faculty of Social Sciences of the Charles University in
Prague. He graduated in the tumultuous year 1968, and after having performed the basic
military service, he returned to the Ostravian outskirts in the autumn of the following year.
He initially lived in Havifov, then moved to Ostrava, where he has been living to this day.
At the start, Bordk was attracted by modern history, but in the atmosphere of the norma-

1 Until today, there have only been biographical entries, released on various occasions, which record mainly pub-
lications and in part other activities of M. Borak. Cf. 2ivotm’jubi|eum Mec¢islava Bordka [The Jubilee of Mecislav
Borak], in: T&insko, 37, 1995, 4, 31; Borak Me¢islay, in: PANEK, Jaroslav — VOREL, Petr et al.: Lexikon soudasnych
Ceskych historikd, Praha 1999, 39-40, GAWRECKI, Dan: Medislav Bordk — historik Tésinska [Mecislav Bordk — a
Historian of Té&$insko Region], in: Tésinsko, 48, 2005, 1, 29-32; JANAK, Dugan: K Zivotnimu jubileu doc. PhDr.
Mecislava Boraka, CSc. [Upon the Life Jubilee of doc. PhDr. Mecislav Borak, CSc.], in: Casopis Slezského zemského
muzea, série B, 54, 2005, 4, 280-282; ZACEK, Rudolf: Mecislav Borak — historik lidskych osudt [Mecislav Borak - a
Historian of Human Destinies], in: Slezsky sbornik, 103, 2005, 4, 306-318; /NP/ [Nina Pavel¢ikova] Medislav Borak,
in: Kulturné historicka encyklopedie Slezska a severni Moravy. Vol. I, Ostrava 2005, 137-138; 56. Borak Meislav,
in: LIPOVSKI, Radek — DOKOUPIL, Lumir — ZARICKY, Ale$ et al.: Lexikon eskych historiké 2010, Ostrava 2013,
52-56; FRIEDL, Jifi: Profesor Mecislav Borak jubilujici [Professor Mecislav Bordk Jubilating], in: Slovansky prehled,
101, 2015, 1, 234-237. See the bibliographic database of the Institute of History of the Academy of Sciences of
the Czech Republic, v. v. i., available at http://biblio.hiu.cas.cz/or own bibliography on the website of the Faculty
of Public Policies of the Silesian University, available at http://www.slu.cz/fvp/cz/uses/pracovnici/mecislav-borak.
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lization setting in, which, as an incipient journalist, he did not wish to participate in, he
accepted the position of a psychologist and social worker in the Ostravian coop Zlatnik
instead, which he held until the mid-1970s. In his spare time, however, he pursued his
interest in history, and in 1972 he received a doctorate of philosophy for his work on the
history of the Catholic press,? which, at that time, was definitely not a preferred topic. His
further professional career was closely associated with the Opavian Museum. From 1975,
he worked as a historian in the Silesian Museum in Opava, from 1984 he was a scientific
worker of the Silesian Institute of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences (Academy of
Sciences of the Czech Republic) in Opava, which became part of the Silesian Museum in
Opava in the spring of 1993. In the late 1980s, he was bestowed the scientific title of the
Candidate of Historical Sciences for his work on anti-fascist resistance in Té$in Silesia.®
Since the early 1990s, he lectured at departments and institutes of history at the University
of Ostrava, the Silesian University in Opava and the Palacky University Olomouc, where
he was awarded the title of Associate Professor in 2001.% In 2004, he joined the Faculty of
Philosophy and Science of the Silesian University in Opava, and in 2009 he was appointed
as professor in the field of Czechoslovak and Czech history. He is currently a fellow at the
Institute of Central European Studies of the Faculty of Public Policies of the Silesian Univer-
sity in Opava, where he is the guarantor of the doctoral study of Modern Central European
History, and he is active at the Silesian Museum in Opava on a part-time basis, and, since
2000, also at the Prague Documentation Centre for Property Transfers of Cultural Assets
of WWII Victims.

The anchorage in the historical regions of T&$in and Silesia, where his basic research and
methodologies originate, is the most symptomatic of Borak’s work.® In his core research
activities, however, he proved capable of surpassing the regional dimension, he has inter-
connected his research activities on the national and international plane succesfully , as it
has been the case with the micro-historical and macro-historical levels. He has always been
a historian of human destinies,® primarily, a seeker of the ordinary ,little” people, seemin-
gly irretrievably lost in ,,grand” history, and a narrator of their life stories, which he could
set into the more general framework of ,,grand” history. Not only that, he has repeatedly
returned to the topics that have interested him and always brought new facts and insights
on whose basis he has been able to revise and extend earlier findings and deepen the
existing historical knowledge.

In the late 1970s and 1980s, when he began his research into the so-called Zivotice tragedy,
he also recounted its causes, course and significance in the monograph Zlocin v Zivoticich

2 BORAK, Me¢islav: PFehled katolického tisku v &eskych zemich do roku 1918 [An Overview of the Catholic Press
in the Czech Lands Until 1918], rigorous thesis, Univerzita Karlova, Praha 1973.

3 BORAK, Me¢islav: Odboj proti fasismu na odtrzeném Gzemi TéSinska v letech 1938-1945 [The Resistance
Against Fascism in the Breakaway Tésin Territory in 1938-1945], dissertation thesis, Slezsky tstav v Opavé 1987.

4 As a inaugural dissertation, he submitted the book Spravedinost podle dekretu. Retribuéni soudnictvi
v &eskych zemich a Mimoréadny lidovy soud v Ostravé (1945-1948) [Justice by Decree. Retributive Justice in the
Czech Lands and the Extraordinary People’s Court in Ostrava (1945-1948)], Ostrava 1998.

5 GAWRECKI, Dan: Me¢islav Borak — historik T&&inska, 29.
6 ZACEK, Rudolf: Metislav Borék — historik lidskych osudt, 306-307.
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[Crime in Zivotice].” In the broader context of the Nazi occupation policies and of the con-
ditions in T&&in Silesia, he renewed his interest in this tragedy at the end of the millennium.®
He could then rely on the comparison with similar crimes in Poland’ the long-term studies
of Nazi crimes'® and of the resistance against the occupiers in Tésin Silesia,'" but also on
a detailed characterization of the occupation conditions, including the security and legal
system in Tésin Silesia in his monograph Na prikaz gestapa [As Gestapo Commands]'? as

7 E.g. BORAK, Me¢islav: Zivoticka tragédie [The Tragedy of Zivotice], Karvind — Ostrava 1978; Polish transla-
tion: BORAK, Metislav: Zywocicka tragedia, transl. J. Damborsky, Ostrava 1979; BORAK, Metislav: Svédectvi o
Zivotické tragédii [Testimony to the Zivotice Tragedy], in: Casopis Slezského muzea, série B, 28, 1979, &. 1, 25-39
+ 1 suppl.; BORAK, Metislav: K 35. vyroéi Zivotické tragédie [The 35th Anniversary of the Zivotice Tragedy] in:
Tesinsko, 22, 1979, 1, 1-3; BORAK, Meislav: Dohra Zivotické tragédie [The Aftermath of Zivotice Tragedy], in:
Vlastivédné listy, 5, 1979 1, 5-7: BORAK, Me¢islav: Zlo¢in v Zivoticich [Crime in Zivotice], 1% ed., Ostrava 1980;
2" ed., Ostrava 1984; Polish translation: BORAK, Mecislav: Zbrodnia w Zywocicach, in: Glos Ludu, 3.7.-20.10.
1984.

8 BORAK, Mecislav: Svedectvi ze Zivotic. Tésinsko za druhé svétové vélky a okolnosti Zivotické tragédie [A
Testimony of Zivotice. Té3in Region during World War Il and the Circumstances of the Zivotice Tragedy], Cesky
Tésin 1999.

9 BORAK, Mecislav: Nazistowska akcja likwidacyjna v Zywocicach (6 VIII 1944 1) i jej sprawcy [The Nazi Extermi-
nation Operation in Zivotice (Aug. 6, 1944) and lts Originators], in: Zaranie Slaskie, 54, 1991, 1-2, 47-64.

10 BORAK, Metislav: Hrob u jamy Barbora. Svédectvi o prvnim nacistickém véle¢ném zlo¢inu na Tésinsku [Grave
at the Barbora Pit. Testimony About the First Nazi War Crime in Té&$in Silesia], in: Tésinsko, 32, 1989, 3, 1-6;
BORAK, Metislav: Na piikaz gestapa. Nacistické vélecné zloginy na Téinsku [As Gestapo Commands. Nazi War
Crimes in T&&in Silesia], Ostrava 1990.

11 BORAK, Metislav: Odboj proti fasismu na odtrzeném (zemi Tésinska v letech 1938-1945 [The Resistance
Against Fascism in the Breakaway Té$in Territory in 1938-1945]. A dissertation summary. Opava 1987; BORAK,
Mecislav: K nékterym metodologickym a heuristickym problémim regionalniho vyzkumu déjin protifasistického
odboje (1938-1945) v Severomoravském kraji [Some Methodological and Heuristic Problems of Regional Re-
search of the History of Anti-Fascist Resistance (1938-1945) in North Moravia Region], in: Zpravodaj SUO CSAV,
Opava, leden-bfezen 1989, s. 7-9; BORAK, Me¢islav: K vyzkumu problematiky ¢eského a polského narodniho
odboje na odtrzeném Gzemi TéSinska v letech 1938-1945 [On the Research of Czech and Polish National Resis-
tance in the Breakaway T&$in Territory in 1938-1945], in: Slezsko v &eskoslovensko-polskych vztazich 1918-1947,
Opava, 1991, 50-54; BORAK, Me¢islav: Wilhelm Kosarz i “czeska czwérka” [Wilhelm Kosarz and the ,Czech
Four"], in: Kalendarz Slaski vol. 30, 1994, 69-77; BORAK, Meislav: Zapomenuti hrdinové. Osudy letcd z Té8ins-
ka na zapadni fronté [Forgotten Heroes. The Destinies of Airmen from Tésin Silesia on the Western Front], in:
T&&insko, 37, 1994, 1, 7-14; BORAK, Me¢islav: Vyusténi koncepce Ceského a polského narodniho odboje na
Tésinsku [Results of the Concept of the Czech and Polish National Resistance in TéSin Silesial, in: Véle¢ny rok 1944.
Prispévky Géastniké mezinarodni konference konané ve dnech 19. — 20. fijna 1999 v Praze, ZUDOVA-LESKOVA,
Zlatica (ed.), Praha 2001, 160-164; BORAK, Megislav: Uvodem [By Introduction], in: Cesty a osudy bohuminskych
odbojérd 1938-1945, Bohumin 1995, 4-6; BORAK, Metislav: Dwie koncepcje oporu na Slqsku Cieszynskim (Zaol-
ziu) w latach 1938-1945 [Two Concepts of Resistance in Tésin Silesia (Zaolzie) 1938-1945], in: Miedzy przymusowa
przyjaznig a prawdziwa solidarnoscia. Czesi — Polacy — Stowacy 1938/39-1945-1989. Czes¢ I., BLAZEK, Petr — P.
JAWORSKI, Pawet — KAMINSKI, Lukasz (eds.), Warszawa 2007, 137-143.

12 BORAK, Megislav: Utek z tabora v Déssel [Escape from the Camp in Déssel], in: Tésinsko, 29, 1986, 1, 23-24.
Polish translation: BORAK, Meislav: Ucieczka z obozu Déssel, in: Glos Ludu, 11 July 1985, 4; BORAK, Measlav
Atak na tunel. Napad niemiecki na Przelgcz Jabtonkowskg 26. VIII. 1939 r. [Attacking a Tunnel. German Attack
on the Pass of Jablunkov 26 August 1939], in: Kalendarz Slqskl vol. 30, 1994, 35-41: BORAK, Me¢islav: Pierwsze
dni okupacji hitlerowskiej na Slasku Cieszyriskim [First Days of Hitler's Occupation of Tésin Silesial, in: Pamietnik
Cieszynski vol. 9, 1994, 132-143; BORAK, Megislav: W obcym mundurze [In Foreign Uniform], in: Pamietnik
Cieszyniski vol. 9, 1994, 52-53; BORAK, Megislav: Valedné matriky z Karvinska [War Registries of Karvinal, in:
T&ginsko, 39, 1996, 2, 28. Polish translation: BORAK, Me¢islav: Wojenne metryki, in: Glos Ludu, 2 May 1996,
BORAK, Me¢islav: Nieznane egzekucje Polakéw [Unknown Executions of Poles], in: Kalendarz S'Ia)ski vol. 35, 1999,
99-102; BORAK, Metislav: Kolaborace kn&zi z Té3inska s okupanty v letech 1938-1945 v materialech povalegnych
soudu [Priests Collaborating with the Occupiers of Tésinska in 1938-1945 in Post-War Courts Materials], in: An-
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well as on capturing the fate of the local inhabitants.™

The so-called Polenlagers, a special system of Nazi concentration camps for Poles in Sile-
sia, formed a relatively independent aspect of war history, loosely associated with forced
labour of the population on occupied territories to work in the Reich. These issues were
dealt comprehensively by M. Bordk in connection with his activities as a member and the
Chairman of the Apellate Committee for the Compensation of Forced Labourers by the
Czech Council for Victims of Nazism and the Czech-German Fund for the Future between
2001 and 2006. Already in 2001, he conducted a summarizing study of forced labour,
taking into account the circumstances in Tésin Silesia and the deployment of the Poles in
the Reich, which was used in determining the conditions of the compensation to forced
labourers; in addition, later, of course, he informed other European countries and the pro-
fessional public on the course of compensation of Nazi victims in our country.™ In 2004, he
published the first comprehensive study of the so-called Czech Polenlagers, which he had
already focused on in several articles.™

In the late 1990s, he devoted much attention to clarify controversial issues related to the
Polish annexation of the TéSin territory in 1938-1939; whether it was an activity of the so-
-called Silesian resistance and the Czech subversion in the T&Sin region in 1938-1939' or

dros probabilis. Sbornik praci prétel a spolupracovnikd Prof. PhDr. Milose Trapla, CSc. k jeho 70. narozenindm,
MALIR, Ji¥ — MAREK, Pavel (eds.), Brno-Olomouc 2005, 227-239; BORAK, Me¢islav: Fenomén némecké volkslisty
[The Phenomenon of German Volksliste], in: PEJCOCH, Ivo — PLACHY, Jifi et al.: Okupace, kolaborace, retribuce,
Praha 2010, 111-119; BORAK, Me¢islav: Hitlerowski falstart [Hitler's False Start], in: Kalendarz Beskidzki 2014,
Bielsko-Biala 2013, 160-164.

13 BORAK, Me¢islav: Vale&né osudy Karola éliwky [War fates of Karol Sliwkal, in: TéSinsko, 32, 1989, 3, 17-19.
Polish translation: Uwagal Niebezpieczny agitator! [Attention! Dangerous Aligator!], in: Gfos Ludu, 23 March 1989,
3; BORAK, Me¢islav: Polské obyvatelstvo na Té3insku [Polish Population in Tésin Silesial, in: Nacistickd perzekuce
obyvatel ¢eskych zemi. Studijni material pro uéitele déjepisu, HORAK, Martin — JELINEK, Tom&g (eds.), Praha
2006, 33-38; BORAK, Metislav: Losy powstarncéw $laskich w kampanii wrzesniowej 1939 r. na Slasku Cieszyriskim
[Fates of the Silesian Rebels in the September Tésin Silesia Campaign 1939], in: Plebiscyt i powstania $laskie
1919-1921 - 90 latach, LIS, Michat - DROZDZ, Leokadia (eds.), Opole 2012, 134-144.

14 BORAK, Metislav: Nucené nasazeni Polak(i na prace do Ride v letech 1939-1945 (s piihlédnutim k Polakam
z TéSinska) [Forced Labour of the Poles in the Reich in 1939-1945 (taking into account the Poles from T&sin)], in:
Slezsky sbornik, 99, 2001, 2, 95-108; BORAK, Metislav: Soudobé problémy odskodnéni obéti druhé svétové vélky
v Ceské republice [Contemporary Problems of Compensation to Victims of the Second World War in the Czech
Republic], in: Slask Opolski i Opawski w Unii Europejskiej. Problemy pierwszych lat cztonkostwa w stosunku do
przemian spotecznych / Opolské a opavské Slezsko v Evropské unii. Problémy prvnich let ¢lenstvi se zietelem na
spolecenské promény, BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Opava 2007, 39-49; BORAK, Me¢islav: Klopotna cesta. Odsko-
diiovani nacistickych obéti v evropskych zemich [Arduous Journey. Compensation of Nazi Victims in European
Countries], in: Soudobé déjiny, 16, 2009, 1, 177-182.

15 BORAK, Metislav: Relacja z poszukiwania obozu [Report on the Search of a Camp], in: Gfos Ziemi Cieszynskiej,
26,1986, 27, 4: BORAK, Me&islav: Zapomniany obdz. “Polenlager” nr 83 w Beneszowie Dolnym [The Forgotten
Camp. "Polenlager” no. 83 in Dolni Benesov], in: Kalendarz S'Iqski vol. 29, 1993, 67-75; BORAK, Meislav: ,Po-
lenlagry” — zvlastni druh nacistickych koncentraénich tabord ve Slezsku ["Polenlagers” - A Special Kind of Nazi
Concentration Camps in Silesial, in: Tésinsko, 37, 1994, 4, 24-27; BORAK, Me¢islav: Tabory pro Polaky ve Slezsku
(1939, 1942-1945) [Camps for Poles in Silesia (1939, 1942-1945)], in: Museli pracovat pro Risi. Nucené pracovni
nasazeni ¢eského obyvatelstva v letech 2. svétové vélky. Sbornik ze seminare konaného ve statnim ustfednim
archivu v Praze dne 2. dubna 2004, PAZOUT, Jaroslav — KOKOSKOVA, Zdetka - KOKOSKA, Stanislav (eds.),
Praha 2004, 124-137.

16 BORAK, Megislav: Joza Vochala a Slezsky odboj [Joza Vochala and the Silesian Resistance], in: Préce a stud-
ie Muzea Beskyd ve Frydku-Mistku no. 8, 1993, 28-34; BORAK, Mecislav: Nezndmé dokumenty k &innosti tzv.
Slezského odboje [Unknown Documents of the Activities of the So-Called Silesian Resistance], in: Slezsky sbornik,
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a delimitation of borders in the autumn of 1938 and the disputes that accompanied it."”
Most recently, he has taken interest in the influence of the Polish police in the Tésin region
before the outbreak of the war.’® The issue of the period 1938-1939 concerned him from
the very start so much that he also studied it from a Central European perspective; either
from the point of the Czechoslovak-Polish military engagement at Cadca in November
1938, the incident at the Polish Consulate in Moravian Ostrava at the end of that year®
or the Czechoslovak defence of Carpathian Ruthenia from October 1938 till March 1939.2'
The above-mentioned research of the period 1938-1945 became gradually projected into
the processing of the history of selected municipalities and cities in Tésin Silesia,? in a

96, 1998, 4, 297-308; BORAK, Metislav: Ceska diverze na Tésinsku v letech 1938—1/939 [Czech Diversion in T&&in
Silesia 1938-1939], in: Slezsky sbornik, 94, 1996, 1, 45-53; Polish translation: BORAK, Mecislav: Czeska dywersja
na Zaolziu 1938-1939. Silesian Resistance, in: Gtos Ludu, 21 March — 18 April 1996.

17 BORAK, Metislav: Zabor Tésinska v fijnu 1938 a prvni faze delimitace hranic mezi Ceskoslovenskem a Polskem
(vybér dokumentl) [Occupation of Tésin Silesia in October 1938 and the First Phase of the Delimitation of the Bor-
der Between Czechoslovakia and Poland (A Selection of Documents)], in: éasopis Slezského zemského muzea,
série B, 46, 1997, 3, 206-248; BORAK, Me¢islav: Koupalisté na hranici [The swimming pool at the border], in:
T&sinsko, 41, 1998, 4, 20-21; BORAK, Metislav: Spor o chatu pod Velkym Polomem [The Dispute over the Cab-
in Under Velky Polom], in: Tésinsko, 41, 1998, 4, 9-10; BORAK, Megislav: Druha faze delimitace hranic mezi
Ceskoslovenskem a Polskem na Té&insku v listopadu 1938 (vybér dokumentd) [The Second Phase of the Delim-
itation of the Border Between Czechoslovakia and Poland in Té$in Silesia in November 1938 (selection of docu-
ments)], in: Casopis Slezského zemského muzea, série B, 49, 2000, 1, 51-94.

18 BORAK, Me¢islav: Struktura a &innost Policie Slezského vojvodstvi na Tésinsku v letech 1938-1939 [The
Structure and Operation of the Silesian Voivodeship Police in Tésin Silesia 1938-1939], in: Cvasopis Slezského
zemského muzea, série B, 62, 2013, 1, 1-23; BORAK, Me¢islav: Personaln{ sloZeni jednotek Policie Slezského vo-
jvodstvi na Tésinsku v letech 1938-1939 [Personnel Composition of the Silesian Voivodeship Police units in Tésin
Silesia 1938-1939], in: Cvasopis Slezského zemského muzea, série B, 64, 2015, 61-78.

19 BORAK, Mecislav: Ceskoslovensko—polska “mala vélka” u Cadce 25. listopadu 1938 [Czechoslovak—Polish
“little war” at Cadca November 25, 1938], in: Historie a vojenstvi, 47, 1998, 4, 65-90; BORAK, Me¢islav: Incident
pod Tatrami 27. listopadu 1938 a delimitace hranic mezi Polskem a Cesko-Slovenskem [Incident under the Tatras
November 27, 1938 and the Delimitation of the Border Between Poland and Czechoslovakia], in: Historie a vo-
jenstvi, 47,1998, 5, 3-24; BORAK, Me¢islav: Starcie zbrojne polskiego i czechostowackiego wojska pod Czacg 25
listopada 1938 roku [Armed Clashes of the Polish and Czechoslovak Military at Czaca, 25 November 1938], in:
Od Zaolzia po Jaworzyne. Rewindykacje graniczne jesienig 1938 roku. Préce Komisji Historii Wojskowosci, tom
I, Materiaty z seminarium naukowego zorganizowanego w 0. rocznice powrotu Zaolzia i Jaworzyny do Polski:
Nowy Targ, 27.listopada 2003 r. Prace Komisji Historii Wojskowosci, tom Ill, KOWALSKI, Robert (ed.), Nowy Targ
2004, 69-100.

20 BORAK, Metislav: Unos ,bilého orla”. Incident u polského konzuldtu v Moravské Ostravé 26. 12. 1939 [Kid-
napping the “White Eagle”. The Incident at the Polish Consulate in Moravian Ostrava 26. 12. 1939], in: Ostrava.
Prispévky k déjindm a soucasnosti Ostravy a Ostravska, vol. 20, Ostrava 2001, 466-472. BORAK, Me¢islav: Por-
wanie Orfa Biatego [Kidnapping the White Eagle], in: Kalendarz Slaski, vol. 37, 2001, 133-138.

21 BORAK, Me¢islav: Obrana Podkarpatské Rusi (fijen 1938 — bfezen 1939) [Defense of Carpathian Ruthenia (Oc-
tober 1938 — March 1939)], in: Cesko-slovenska historicka rocenka 1997, Brno 1997, 165-178; BORAK, Megislav:
Boje Ceskoslovenské armady na Slovensku a Podkarpatské Rusi (fijen 1938 — bfezen 1939) [Fights of the Czecho-
slovak Army in the Slovak Republic and Carpathian Ruthenia (October 1938 — March 1939)], in: Sbornik Vojenské
akademie v Brné&, Fada C-D, vol. 2, Brno 1999, 123-128; BORAK, Megislav: Obrana republiky na Podkarpatské
Rusi v letech 1938-1939 [Defense of the Republic at Carpathian Ruthenia in 1938-1939], in: Vznik CSR 1918 a
Podkarpatska Rus. (Sbornik z mezindrodni konference v Praze), Edice Podkarpatska Rus, sv. 21, BALCAR, Miroslav
(ed.), Praha 1999, 87-95: BORAK, Meislav: Smier¢ to potoninach Zakarpacia [Death in Zakarpattian Polonynas],
in: Kalendarz Slqski vol. 39, 2003, 127-140.

22 BORAK, Me¢islav: Orlova v letech 1938-1945 [Orlova in 1938-1945], in: Déjiny Orlové, BORAK, Me¢islav
(ed.), Orlova 1993, 112-114, 116122, 129-140; BORAK, Me¢islav: Pfedchidci Havifova v letech 19381945 [Pre-
decessors of Havifov 1938-1945], in: Havifov, TOMOLOVA, V&ra — ZACEK, Rudolf (eds.), Havitov, 1995, 61-69;
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more general analyses of the state of research and literature, including consideration of the
possibilities and perspectives in the elaboration of the history of Tésin Silesia and munici-
pality Czech Tésin,? and in the complex view of Tésin Silesia in the context of the occupied
border region and of Silesia, including broader contexts.?*

Among the jubilee celebrating scientist’s publication activities, other topics associated with
Tésin Silesia in different periods clearly arise as well. One of them is, for instance, the
Czechoslovak-Polish dispute over Tésin Silesia in 1918-1920 in the context of the Czech-
-Slovak-Polish relations. At the time of the Division of the Czech and Slovak Federative
Republic already, Bordk commented clearly on the alleged damage to Slovakia while es-
tablishing Czechoslovakian-Polish border in 1920;% there he applied himself to evaluating
the prepared ,kidnapping” of Andrej Hlinka by the Polish intelligence,? the transfer of war
material to Poland in the summer of 1920,% the attitudes of celebrities towards the dispute

BORAK, Metislav: Udalosti v roce 1938; Suché v dobé okupace a valky v letech 1939-1945 / Wydarzenia z 1938
roku; Sucha w czasie okupacji i wojny w latach 1939-1945 [Events in 1938; Sucha During the Times of Occupation
and War 1939-1945], in: Horni Sucha 1305-2005, Havifov, 2005, 22-31; BORAK, Me¢islav: Sucha v dob& okupace
a valky v letech 1938-1945 [Such& During the Times of Occupation and War 1939-1945], in: Tésinsko, 48, 2005,
2, 16-21; BORAK, Megislav: T&&in za valky a némecké okupace [Tésin During the War and German Occupation],
in: Cesky Tésin 1920-1989: Valecné a povélecné osudy mésta, Opava 2011, 21-41.

23 BORAK, Me¢islav — ZACEK, Rudolf: Problematika historie Téina [The Issue of the History of T&Sin], in: Stan
i potrzeby badari nad dziejami Cieszyna, PANIC, Idzi — NOWAK, Krzystof (eds.), Cieszyn 1998, 62-65; BORAK,
Mecislav: Stav a perspektivy vyzkumu d&jin Ceského Tésina [The State and Prospects of the Research of the His-
tory of Czech Té8in], in: Stan i potrzeby badan nad dziejami Cieszyna, Cieszyn 1998, 66-68; BORAK, Metislav:
Ceské historiografie k d&jindm Tésinska za druhé svétové vélky (1939-1945) [Czech Historiography on the His-
tory of Tésin Silesia During the Second World War (1939-1945)], in: Stan i potrzeby badan nad dziejami Slaska
Cieszyriskiego, PANIC, Idzi (ed.), Cieszyn 2000, 106-118; BORAK, Me¢islav: Dé&jiny Tésinského Slezska 1938-1945
na strénkach Tésinska [History of T&sinsko Region Silesia, 1938-1945 on the Pages of the T&3insko], in: Tésinsko,
50, 2007, 4, 4-6;

24 BORAK, Mecislav: T&&insko v letech 1938-1945 [T&&in Region in 1938-1945], in: Néstin dé&jin Tésinska,
BORAK, Me¢islav — GAWRECKI, Dan (eds.), Ostrava — Praha 1992, 102-117. Polish translation: BORAK, Me¢islav:
Slask Cieszyniski w latach 1938-1945, in: Zarys dziejéw Slaska Cieszyriskiego, BORAK, Metislav - GAWRECKI, Dan
(eds.), Ostrava — Praha 1992, 102-117; BORAK, Me¢islav: Té&inské Slezsko v rémci okupovaného pohrani¢i v le-
tech 1938-1945 [T&3in Silesia Within the Occupied Borderland 1938-1945], in: Historie okupovaného pohraniéi
1938-1945, Vol. 11, Usti nad Labem 2006, 83-135; BORAK, Mecislav: Némecka okupace Tésinského Slezska
[German Occupation of Tésin Silesial, in: Poléci na Tésinsku. Studijni material, Cesk)’l T&&M 2009, 42-59; BORAK,
Metislav: Slask Cieszynski podczas okupacji. Czgé¢ 1-2 [Tedin Silesia in Times of German Occupation. Volume 1-2],
in: Wiarus. Kwartalnik Stowarzyszenia Wojskowej Historii Slaska Cieszyriskiego, no. 1 (66), 2011, 6-7 (1% part); no.
2(67), 2011, 2-3 (2" part).

25 BORAK, Me¢islav - ZACEK, Rudolf: Ukradené vesnice. Musi C;'es“i platit za 8 slovenskych obci? [The Stolen
Villages. Do the Czechs Have to Pay for 8 Slovak Municipalities?], Cesky Tésin, 1993.

26 BORAK, Metislav: ,Unos” Andreje Hlinky. Tajna akce polské rozvédky z roku 1920 [The “Kidnapping” Of
Andrej Hlinka. Polish Secret Intelligence Operations of 1920], in: Tésinsko, 39, 1996, 4, 7-11; Polish translation:
BORAK, Mecislav: Czy Polacy chcieli porwaé Hlinke? [Did the Polish Want to Obduct Hlinka?], in: Kalendarz Slaski
vol. 33, 1997, 141-146; BORAK, Mecislav: Opozdény “nos” Andreje Hlinky [Belated “Kidnapping” of Andrei
Hlinkal, in: Slovanské historické studie, vol. 23, 1997, 63-67; BORAK, Meislav: Chystany unos Andreja Hlinku.
Tajna akcia polskej vyzvednej sluzby [Forthcoming Kidnapping of Andrei Hlinka. Secret Action of the Polish Inteli-
gence Service], in: Historické revue. Casopis o dejinach spoloénosti, 9, 1998, 7, 8-9.

27 BORAK, Megislav: Zadrzovani prepravy véleéného materidlu pres Ceskoslovensko do Polska v letech
1919-1920 [Withholding Transport of War Material Through Czechoslovakia to Poland in 1919-1920], in: §Iqsk
Cieszynski u zarania polskiej i czechostowackiej niepodlegtosci 1918-1920, NOWAK, Krysztof (ed.), Cieszyn
1999, 86-95; BORAK, Megislav: Rozmowy Polakéw z Beneszem w sprawie polskich transportéw wojskowych
przez Czechostowacje w lipcu i sierpniu 1920 r [Poles in Talks with Bene§ on the Polish Military Transports Through
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over T&sin Silesia?® and their interpretation in the Czechoslovak and Czech historiography.?
Another of his topics is represented by the changes in the relations between Czechoslo-
vakia (the Czech Republic) and Poland in Tésin Silesia, which Borak once again examined
from different aspects, such as the relics of historical memory in the minds of the local
inhabitants,® the fate of the memory of the crashed Polish airmen F. Zwirek and P. Wigura
in Térlicko in 19323" or of the Polish activities in 1945.32 More generally, he has elaborated
on this issue in a recent article on the contemporary transformation of the view of ,ne-
ighbours” in the Czech-Polish border regions.® Finally, it is necessary to mention some
minor articles on interesting personalities and events of Tésin Silesia.**

Many of the works on Tésin Silesia outreach the region and are concerned, in varying de-

Czechoslovakia in July and August 1920], in: Pamietnik Cieszyriski vol. 14, 1999, 110-118.

28 BORAK, Metislav: Spor o T&insko a Karel Capek [Dispute over T&sin Silesia and Karel Svlapek], in: Tésinsko,
44,2001, 2, 26-27; BORAK, Metislav: Wojciech Korfanty a T&Sinsko v pamétech Jaroslava Saldy [Wojciech Kor-
fanty and Tésin Silesia in the memoirs of Jaroslav Salda], in: Tésinsko, 46, 2003, 2, 19-20.

29 BORAK, Megislav: Konflikt o Slask Cieszyrski. W czechostowackiej i czeskiej historiografii [Dispute over Tésin
Silesia. In Czechoslovak and Czech Historiographyl], in: Historia Gérnego Slaska. Polityka, gospodarka i kultura
europejskiego regionu, BAHLCKE, Joachim — GAWRECKI, Dan — R. KACZMAREK, Ryszard (eds.), Gliwice 2011,
451-455.

30 BORAK, Metislav: Stosunki czesko-polskie w $wiadomosci Polakéw na Slasku Cieszynskim po 1989 roku
[Czech-Polish Relations in the Awareness of the Polish in Tésin Silesia after 1989], in: Strefa pogranicza Polska —
Czechy, Procesy transformacji i rozwoju. Materiaty z konferencji miedzynarodowej Opole-Ostrava 19-21 kwietnia
1995 r., HEFFNER, Kristian - DROBEK, Wiestaw (eds.), Opole 1996, 63-69.

31 BORAK, Metislav: Zwirkowisko — przemiany symbolu [Zwirkowisko — Metamorphoses of a Symbol], in:
Zwirkowisko. Historia i wspétczesnosé miejsca pamieci legendarnych lotnikéw polskich Franciszka Zwirki i
Stanistawa Wigury, SZYMECZEK, Jézsef (ed.), Czeski Cieszyn 2002, 84-114; BORAK, Me¢islav: Pamatnik letecké
tragédie v Térlicku — symbol promén &esko—polskych vztaht na Tésinsku v letech 1932-1938 [Memorial of the
Air Tragedy in Térlicko — a Symbol of the Changes of the Czech—Polish Relations in Tésin Silesia 1932-1938], in:
Casopis Slezského zemského muzea, série B, 51, 2002, 3, 269-288; BORAK, Me¢islav: Havérie polskych letct
Zwirka a Wigury v Térlicku [The Crash of the Polish Airmen Zwirek and Wigura in Térlicko], in: Tésinsko, 46, 2003,
1, 15-19.

32 BORAK, Me¢islav: Dvé& zpravy o Tésinsku v roce 1945 [Two Reports on TéSin Silesia in 1945], in: Tésinsko,
39, 1996, 2, 29-30; BORAK, Metislav: Humanitarni akce nebo provokace? Polska potravinova pomoc Tésinsku v
&ervnu 1945 [Humanitarian Action or Provocation? Polish Food Aid to T&$in Silesia in June 1945], in: Tésinsko, 40,
1997, 1, 10-14; BORAK, Meislav: Nieudana misja [A Failed Mission], in: Kalendarz §/qski vol. 33, 1997, 69-75.
Other work for the Czech-Polish relations in T&&in Silesia: BORAK, Me¢islav: Umlgené zvony [The Silenced Bells],
in: Tésinsko, 41, 1998, 2, 25-26; BORAK, Metislav: Lotewska afera Pawta Kubisza [The Latvian Affair of Pawel
Kubiszal, in: Kalendarz Slqski vol. 36, 2000, 69-75.

33 BORAK, Me¢islav: Promény obrazu ,toho druhého” v Eesko-polskych vztazich v pohraniénich regionech
(pfedpoklady a moznosti vyzkumu) [Transformations of the Image of “The Other” in Czech-Polish Relations
in Border Regions (Assumptions and Options for Research)], in: Slgsk Opolski i Opawski w Unii Europejskiej.
Postsocjalistyczny bagaz i unijne realia / Opolské a opavské Slezsko v Evropské unii. Postoscialistickd zatéz a
unijni redlie, KOZERA, Barttomiej — LIS, Michat (eds.), Opole 2006, 98-107. Polish translation: BORAK, Me¢islav:
Przemiany image sasiada polskich w relacjach czesko-regionéw pogranicza (zatozenia i mozliwosci badawcze), in:
Slask Opolski i Opawski w Unii Europejskiej. Postsocjalistyczny bagaz i unijne realia / Opolské a opavské Slezs-
ko v Evropské unii. Postoscialistickd zatéZ a unijni redlie, KOZERA, Barttomiej — LIS, Michat (eds.), Opole 2006,
107-117.

34 BORAK, Me¢islav: KdyZ byla cholera metlou lidstva [When Cholera Was the Scourge of Mankind], in: T&sins-
ko, 42, 1999, 2, 15-19; BORAK, Me¢islav: Orlovsky fara¥ Adolf Unger v pamétech Véclava Vaska [Adolf Unger:
The Parish Priest of Orlova in the Memories of Vaclav Vagek], in: Téinsko, 46, 2003, 2, 21-22; BORAK, Megislav:
Tésinska nota v pamétech Ivo Stolafika [T&sin Tune in the Memories of Ivo Stolafik], in: Tésinsko, 46, 2003, 1,
30-31; BORAK, Me¢islav: Zajimava Zidle z T&8ina [Interesting Chair from T&%in], in: T&Sinsko, 52, 2009, 3, 28-29.
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grees, with the whole of the Czech Silesia or the Ostrava Region between1938 and 1945.
The subject of M. Borék’s continuous interest in these areas was primarily the issue of local
resistance,*® however, he also captured the occupation conditions in the Ostrava Region *
and elsewhere in the Czech lands and in Poland.®” His main contribution, however, lies in
the ongoing analysis of the state and tasks of the research®® and especially in the synthetic

35 BORAK, Metislav: Po stopéch partyzan( v Beskydech [Tracking the Footsteps of the Partisans in the Besky-
dy Mountains], Ostrava 1984; BORAK, Metislav: Pfedmluva [Preface], in: CVANDA, Frantigek: V nerovném boji,
Ostrava 1990, 7-10 (A Publication on the Partisan Group ,White Lioness”, later under name , The Moravian-Sile-
sian Jan Zizka"); BORAK, Meislav: Odboj proti nacistickym okupantdm na Ostravsku v letech 1939-1945 [The
Resistance Against Nazi Occupiers in the Ostrava Region 1939-1945], in: Ostrava. Pfispévky k déjindm a vystavbé
Ostravy a Ostravska vol. 16, Ostrava 1991, 30-54; BORAK, Mecislav: Odboj proti nacistickym okupantdm [The Re-
sistance Against Nazi Occupiers], in: JIRIK, Karel et al: Déjiny Ostravy, Ostrava 1993, 378-388; BORAK, Me¢islav:
Odboj ve Slezsku [Resistance in Silesia], in: Rok 1942 v éeském odboji. Sbornik pfispévki z védecké konference,
Praha 1999, 60-62; Metislav BORAK, Odboj na Gzemi ceského Slezska v letech 1938-1945 [Resistance on the
Territory of Czech Silesia 1938-1945], in: Ucast krestanov v protifasistickom odboji v strednej Eurépe v rokoch
1933-1945. Materidly z 1. asti medzindrodnej konferencie, ktoré sa uskutoénila 24. - 25. oktébra 2000 v Mizeu
Slovenského narodného povstania v Banskej Bystrici pod ndzvom Postoje evanjelickych krestanov k fasizacii a
nacizacii spoloenského Zivota v strednej Eurépe v rokoch 1933-1945, BARANOVA, Daniela — TOTH, Dezider
(eds.), Liptovsky Mikulas 2001, 69-79.

36 BORAK, Metislav: Svédectvi o zastteleni anglického a kanadského letce u Moravské Ostravy v roce 1944 [Tes-
timony on the Shooting of the English and Canadian Airmen in Moravian Ostrava in 1944], in: Ostrava. Prispévky
k déjindm a vystavbé Ostravy a Ostravska vol. 16, Ostrava 1991, 147-156; BORAK, Me¢islav: Ruské protisovétské
stfedisko v Ostravé za druhé svétové valky [Russian Anti-Soviet Centre in Ostrava During WWIL], in: Ostrava.
Prispévky k d&jindm a vystavbé Ostravy a Ostravska vol. 18, Ostrava 1997, 256-258; BORAK, Metislav: Krmelin
za druhé republiky, za vélky a nacistické okupace (1938-1945) [Krmelin During the Second Republic, During the
War and the Nazi Occupation (1938-1945)], in: STIBOR, Jifi — NOSKOVA, Miroslava — BORAK, Me¢islav — JA-
ROLIMOVA, Ludmila et al.: Déjiny Krmelina, Brusperk — Krmelin 1997, 121-133; BORAK, Me¢islav: Zavrazdéni
ostravskych skautt a jejich pratel v dubnu 1945 [The Murder of Ostravian Scouts and Their Friends in April 1945],
in: Ostrava. Prispévky k déjindm a vystavbé Ostravy a Ostravska vol. 19, Ostrava 1999, 71-108; BORAK, Meislav:
Oskar Schindler ve sluzbach abwehru na Ostravsku [Oskar Schindler in the Service of the Abwehr in the Ostrava
Region], in: Ostrava. Pfispévky k déjindm a vystavbé Ostravy a Ostravska vol. 21, Ostrava 2003, 246-262; BORAK,
Mecislav: Odraz propagandy Kominterny v ilegainim tisku ostravskych komunistd na pocéatku Il. svétové vélky
(1939-1941) [Reflection of the Propaganda of the Comintern in the lllegal Printing of Ostravian Communists at
the Beginning of World War Il (1939-1941)], in: Bol$evismus, komunismus a radikalni socialismus v Ceskosloven-
sku. Vol. VI, Praha 2011, 30-51. BORAK, Me¢islav: Rozv&dé&ik z Ostravy u Hitlerova "VI¢iho doupéte”. Nezndmé
vale¢né osudy Jana Borovce (1923-19447?) [Spy from Ostrava in Hitler's "Wolf's Lair”. The Unknown War Fate of
Jan Borovec (1923-19447)], in: Ostrava. Pfispévky k dé&jindm a vystavbé Ostravy a Ostravska vol. 26, Ostrava
2012, 50-81.

37 BORAK, Me¢islav: Ucieczka z transportu $mierci [Escape from the Transport of Death], in: Biuletyn Towarzyst-
wa Opieki nad Oswigcimiem no. 34, Warszawa 1998, 193-196; BORAK, Mecislav: Ucieczka z transportu $mierci
[Escape from the Transport of Death], in: Kalendarz Slaski vol. 34, 1998, 126-129 (Articles depicting the escapes
of Polish prisoners from the death transports in Prague); BARTOS, Josef - BORAK, Megislav: Cesi v Rigské zupé
Sudety [Czechs in the Reichsgau Sudetenland], in: Nacistickd perzekuce obyvatel Eeskych zemi. Studijni material
pro ucitele déjepisu, HORAK, Martin — JELINEK, Toma$ (eds.), Praha 2006, 30-51; BORAK, Metislav: Okupaéni
podminky v Zupé Povarti [Occupation Conditions in the Reichsgau Wartheland], in: HOHENSTEIN, Alexander:
Warthegau. Denik z let 1941-1942, Praha 2007, 18-21.

38 BORAK, Me¢islav: Obdobi let 1938-1945 [The Time Period 1938-1945], in: BAKALA, Jaroslav et al., Slezs-
ko v déjindch Ceského statu. Stav a dkoly vyzkumu, Opava, 1991, 225-261; BORAK, Me¢islav: Stav vyzkumu
dg&jin ¢eského Slezska v obdobi let 1938-1945 [The State of the Research of the History of Czech Silesia in the
Period 1938-1945], in: Slezsko v dé&jindch &eského statu. Sbornik pfispévkl z védecké konference, pofddané
pod zastitou prezidenta Ceské republiky Vaclava Havla u pfilezitosti 50. vyroci Slezského dstavu SZM v Opavé,
BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Opava, 1998, 283-291; BORAK, Megislav: Okres 1938-1945 [The Period 1938-1945], in:
Slaskoznawcze deficyty badawcze nauk h:storycznych CZAPLINISKI, Marek — DEBICKI, Jacek — PRZERWA, Tomasz
(eds.), Wroctaw 2007, 125: BORAK, Mec¢islav: K problémim periodizace dé&jin Slezska v letech 1938-1945 [On
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processing of the period 1938-1945 in the history of Czech Silesia.*” The Central European
dimension is also included in his considerations on the role of Silesia in international relati-
ons and foreign policy from the end of the First World War until 1945.4°

XXX

Once the archives were made available to researchers and it was possible to study the
previously tabooed topics after 1989, M. Borék became one of the most prominent figu-
res of the research in political repression of the citizens from the end of the 1930s to the
mid-1950s in Czechoslovakia and in Central and Eastern Europe. We may here distinguish
four basic directions of his research activities,*' two of which have contributed primarily to
the elimination of , white spots” in our recent history after 1945, i.e. the period, which he
previously dealt only marginally while working at the Silesian Institute.*? The first was an ex-
tensive research of internment forms in political persecution after World War II, especially
various types of camps and camp systems. In the first half of the 1990s, he examined the
activities of the commissions for the classification of the citizens for forced labour camps
(TNP) 1948-1954 in the Ostrava Region and in Czechoslovakia, summarizing his findings
in a monograph, which earned international acclaim.® Later, he captured the post-war
persecution of Germans in Ostrava, which culminated in a bloody incident in the inter-

the Issue of Periodization of Silesian History 1938-1945], in: K periodizaci dé&jin Slezska. (Sbornik z pracovniho
zasedani v Opavé 11. — 12. prosince 2007), GAWRECKI, Dan (ed.), Opava 2008, 189-197.

39 BORAK, Megislav: Slezsko v letech 1938-1945 [Silesia 1938-1945], in: Déjiny Ceského Slezska 1740-2000.
lll. pracovni svazek 1938-2000, GAWRECKI, Dan (ed.), Opava 2001, 441-477; BORAK, Me¢islav: Ceské Slezsko
1938-1945 [Czech Silesia, 1938-1945], in: GAWRECKI, Dan et al.: Déjiny Ceského Slezska 1740-2000, part Il.,
Opava 2003, 369-404.

40 BORAK, Metislav — ZACEK, Rudolf: Role Slezska v zahrani¢nich vztazich CSR va& Némecku a Polsku v letech
1918-1938 [The Role of Silesia in the Foreign Relations of Czechoslovakia to Germany and Poland 1918-1938], in:
Ceskoslovensko 1918-1938. Dil 2: Osudy demokracie ve stfedni Evropé. Sbornik mezinarodni védecké konfer-
ence v Praze, 5. - 8. fijna 1998, Valdstejnsky paldc — Senét Parlamentu Ceské republiky, HARNA Josef — VALEN-
TA, Jaroslav — VORACEK, Emil (eds.), Praha 1999, 566-570; BORAK, Me¢islav: Evropska dimenze déjin Slezska v
letech 1938-1945 [The European Dimension of the History of Silesia between 1938-1945], in: JIRASEK, Zden&k
et al.: Evropska dimenze slezskych déjin, Opava, 2009, 97-101.

41 Here to cf.: BORAK, Metislav: K vysledktim vyzkumu Slezského Ustavu o perzekucich totalitnich rezim@ [On
the Results of the Research of the Silesian Institute in Persecutions of Totalitarian Regimes], in: Slezsky sbornik,
107, 2009, 2-3, 124-134.

42 BORAK, Megislav: Politickd orientace obyvatelstva primyslovych oblasti ¢eskych zemi v letech 1945-1946
[The Political Orientation of the Population of the Industrial Areas of the Czech Lands 1945-1946], in: Slezsky
sbornik, 87, 1989, 2, 102-120.

43 BORAK, Mecislav — JANAKOVA, Marie: K &innosti ostravskych komisi pro zatfazovéni osob do TNP (1948—
1953) [On the Activities of the Ostravian Commissions for the Classification of Persons for Forced Labour Camps
(1948-1953)], in: Tabory nucené prace a dalsi projevy perzekuce 1948-1954, Opava 1991, 28-54; BORAK,
Mecislav — JANAK, Dugan: Tabory nucené prace v CSR 1948-1954 [The Forced Labour Camps of Czechoslovakia
1948-1954], Opava 1996. A book was quoted in the founding work on the issue of camps KOTEK, Joel - RIGOU-
LOT, Pierre: Le siécle des camps. Détention, concentration, extermination. Cent ans de mal radical, Paris 2000,
pages 777 and 802, from where a s a secondary quotation, the record found its way into the significant publication
about the history of the Soviet camps, APPLEBAUM, Anne: Gulag. A History of the Soviet Camps, London-New
York 2003, page 410; both works have been translated into a range of languages.
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nment camp ,Hanke” in 1945% and he compared military camps of forced labour, known
in Czechoslovakia as auxiliary technical battalions (PTP) on Central European level.*> He
also informed the Slovak professional public on the results of his research on extra-judicial
persecution in Moravia and Silesia.*

In 1993, he launched the pioneering research of criminal prosecution of crimes and tran-
sgressions committed during the occupation in the so-called retribution judiciary in the
years 1945-1948. At its outset, it was the analysis of the activities of the Extraordinary
People’s Court (MLS) in Moravian Ostrava, whose jurisdiction included also the inhabitants
of Tésin Silesia.*” Paramount significance is attached to his extensive monograph in 1998,
in which he captured the retribution judiciary in Czechoslovakia in an international context,
defined the basic categories of offences and recounted specific stories of people who
stood before the Ostravian Extraordinary People’s Court, thus demonstrating the model of
their activity. The work was the first synthetic consideration of this issue in the Czech his-
toriography, which provided - and still provides — a base for subsequent researches of the
Extraordinary People’s Courts.*® Later, M. Borak conducted the research of Jewish issues
and anti-Semitism in retribution judiciary,* he devoted his attention to the general heuristic

44 BORAK, Metislav: Interna&ni tabor “Hanke” v Moravské Ostravé v roce 1945 [The Internment Camp, "Hanke"”
in Moravian Ostrava in 1945], in: Ostrava. Pfispévky k déjindm a soucasnosti Ostravy a Ostravska vol. 18, Ostrava
1997, 88-124.

45 BORAK, Metislav: Fenomén tzv. vojenskych taborti nucené prace v Ceskoslovensku a jeho mezinarodnf sou-
vislosti [The Phenomenon of the So—Called Military Camps of Forced Labour in Czechoslovakia and its Interna-
tional Context], Slezsky sbornik, 98, 2000, 1-2, 78-92.

46 BORAK, Metislav: Tabory nucené prace na Ostravsku [Forced Labour Camps in the Ostrava Region], in: In-
ternacné formy politickej perzekdcie. Zbornik referatov, remeniscencii a autentickych dokumentov, Kosice 1992,
25-33; BORAK, Metislav: Vyzkum mechanismd mimosoudnich perzekuci na Moravé a ve Slezsku v letech 1945-
1954 [Research in the Mechanisms of Judicial Persecution in Moravia and Silesia 1945-1954], in: Internacné formy
politickej perzekdcie vol. Il. Zbornik referdtov a utajovanych dokumentov, KoSice 2002, 43-62.

47 BORAK, Me¢islav: Cinnost Mimoradného lidového soudu Moravska Ostrvava v letech 1945-1948 [The Activity
of the Extraordinary People’s Court of Moravska Ostrava 1945-1948], in: Casopis Slezského zemského muzea,
série B, 44, 1995, 1, 64-90.

48 BORAK, Metislav: SpravedInost podle dekretu.

49 BORAK, Metislav: Antisemitismus a Zidovska otazka ve svétle materiald retribuénich soudt [Anti-Semitism and
the Jewish Question in the Czech Lands in the Light of Documents of the Retribution Courts], in: Fenomén holo-
caust. The holocaust phenomenon: sbornik mezindrodni védecké konference: Praha — Terezin, é. — 8. fijna 1999,
Praha-Terezin 1999, 103-107; English translation: BORAK, Me¢islav: Anti-Semitism and the Jewish Question
in the Czech Lands in the Light of Documents of the Retribution Courts, in: Fenomén holocaust. The holocaust
phenomenon: sbornik mezindrodni védecké konference: Praha — Terezin, 6. — 8. Fijna 1999, Praha-Terezin 1999,
108-113; BORAK, Metislav: Mimotadny lidovy soud Moravska Ostrava a projevy antisemitismu v jeho spisech
[The Extraordinary People’s Court Moravskéa Ostrava and Manifestations of Anti-Semitism in Its Documents], in:
Povéleéna justice a nérodni podoby antisemitismu. Postih provinéni vici Zidam pred soudy a komisemi ONV v
Zeskych zemich v letech 1945-1948 a v nékterych zemich stfedni Evropy. Sbornik piispévkd, BORAK, Mecislav
(ed.), Praha — Opava 2002, 52-78; BORAK, Megislav: Postih provinéni vici Ziddm pted retribu¢nimi soudy a
komisemi ONV v &eskych zemich v letech 1945-1948 (vysledky vyzkumu) [Sanction for Wrongdoing Against the
Jews Before the Retribution Courts and Commissions of the District People’s Committee in the Czech Lands in
1945-1948 (Results of Research)], in: Povéale¢na justice a nérodni podoby antisemitismu. Postih provinéni vi&i
Zid&m pred soudy a komisemi ONV v ceskych zemich v letech 1945-1948 a v nékterych zemich stfedni Evropy.
Sbornik pfispévkd, BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Praha — Opava 2002, 363-373; BORAK, Metislav: Spisy mimoradnych
lidovych soudu z let 1945-1948 v Ceskych archivech a moZnosti zkoumani Zidovské problematiky [Files of Excep-
tional People’s Courts from the years 1945-1948 in the Czech Archives and the possibility of Exploring Jewish
Issues), in: Retribuce v CSR a nérodni podoby antisemitismu: Zidovska problematika a antisemitismus ve spisech
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and methodological problems® and followed the prosecution of the German population
and war-time journalists accused of collaboration with the Reich-protectorate by the Extra-
ordinary People’s Courts of Ostrava and Czech Silesia.’’

Another topical field is represented by the Holocaust research and the research of various
forms of persecution of the Jewish population. Although closely associated with his inte-
rest in the history of Tésin Silesia and of Silesia, it soon gained international parameters,
since from the mid-1990s, M. Boréak addressed in detail the history of the first deportation
of European Jews in the transports from Moravian Ostrava to Niska upon San 1939-1940,
to which he dedicated several monographs®? and a number of studies.>® He also traced the

fate of Jewish citizens in Czech Silesia® from various aspects, as well as the members of

mimoradnych lidovych soudt a trestnich komisi ONV v letech 1945-1948: (sbornik prispévkd), BORAK, Me¢islav
(ed.), Praha — Opava 2002, 31-58.

50 BORAK, Me¢islav: Archivni fondy k retribunimu soudnictvi v Ceské republice [Archives to Retribution Judicia-
ry in the Czech Republic], in: Vézeristvi ve stfedni Evropé v letech 1945-1955. Sbornik z mezinarodniho seminare
konaného dne 25. 10. 2000 v Praze, Praha 2001, a Supplement to the magazine Ceské vézeristvi, 2001, 3,
150-175; BORAK, Megislav: Osoby souzené u retribuénich soudl v nepfitomnosti [The People Tried In Absentia
by the Retribution Courts], in: Prédvnéhistorické studie vol. 42, 2012, 269-284.

51 BORAK, Metislav: Protektoratni novinafi pred retribuénimi soudy v letech 1945-1948 (na pfikladu
Mimotadného lidového soudu v Ostravé) [The Protectorate Journalists Before the Retribution Courts 1945-1948
(on the Example of the Extraordinary People’s Court in Ostrava)], in: Fragmenty déjin. Sbornik praci k Sedesatindm
Jana Gebharta, HAJEK, Jan - KOCIAN, Ji¥f - ZITKO, Milan (eds.), Praha 2006, 507-527; BORAK, Metislav —
JANAK, Dugan: Die tschechoslowakische Retributionsgerichtsbarkeit und die deutsche Problematik 1945-1948.
Die auBerordentlichen Volksgerichte in Moravskd Ostrava, Opava und Novy Ji¢in [Czechoslovak Retribution Ju-
diciary and the Issue of Germans 1945-1948. Extraordinary People’s Courts in Ostrava, Opava and Novy Ji¢in],
in: Sozialgeschichtliche Kommunismusforschung. Tschechoslowakei, Polen, Ungarn und DDR 1948-1968, BREN-
NER, Christianne — HEUMOS, Peter (eds.), Miinchen 2005, 365-422; BORAK, Me¢islav: Ceskoslovenské retribuéni
soudnictvi v letech 1945-1948 a postih némeckého obyvatelstva u mimoradnych lidovych soudd [The Czecho-
slovak Retribution Judiciary 1945-1948 and the Recourse of the German Population at Extraordinary People’s
Courts], in: Préavnéhistorické studie vol. 42, 2012, 239-268.

52 BORAK, Metislav: Transport do tmy. Prvni deportace evropskych Zid( [Transport into the Darkness. The First
Deportation of the European Jews], with foreword by Vaclav Havel, Ostrava 1994, 223; BORAK, Me¢islav: Prvni
deportace evropskych Zidg. Transporty do Niska nad Sanem (1939-1940) [The First Deportation of the European
Jews. Transports to Nisko upon San (1939-1940)], 2nd revised edition, Ostrava 2009; English translation: BORAK,
Mecislav: The First Deportation of the European Jews: the Transports to Nisko upon San (1939-1940), Opava
2010.

53 BORAK, Metislav: Pfiprava a priib&h niskych transportd [The Preparation and Progress of the Nisko Trans-
ports], in: Akce Nisko v historii ,konecného feseni Zidovské otézky” k 55. vyroci prvni hromadné deportace ev-
ropskych Zidd. Mezinérodni védecké konference. Sbornik referatd, NESLADKOVA, Ludmila (ed.), Ostrava 1995,
100-105; BORAK, Mectislav: Transporty do Niska nad Sanem ve svétle literatury a prament [Transports to Nisko
upon San in Light of the Literature and of Primary Sources], in: Ostrava. Pfispévky k déjindm a soucasnosti Ostravy
a Ostravska vol. 22, Ostrava 2005, 272-294; BORAK, Metislav: Deportace do Niska nad Sanem a jejich misto v
historii holocaustu [Deportation to Nisko upon San and Their Place in the History of the Holocaust], in: Historica.
Revue pro historii a pfibuzné védy, 1, 2010, 2, 150-168; BORAK, Metislav: Mezinarodni v&decka konference
Transporty do Niska nad Sanem (1939-1940). Prvni deportace evropskych ZidG. Ostrava 14. fijna 2009 [Interna-
tional Scientific Conference Transports to Nisko upon San (1939-1940). The First Deportation of the European
Jews. Ostrava, October 14, 2009], in: Historica. Revue pro historii a pfibuzné védy, 1, 2010, 2, 245-248, BORAK,
Metislav: Z nacistického koncentraéniho tabora do sovétskych gulagd (Osudy ostravskych Zidd z transport do
Niska nad Sanem) [From the Nazi Concentration Camp into a Soviet Labour Camps (the fates of Ostravian Jews
from the transports to Nisko upon San)], in: Ostrava. Pfispévky k déjinam a soucasnosti Ostravy vol. 25, Ostrava
2011, 97-135.

54 BORAK, Megislav: Situace Zidovského obyvatelstva na tizemi eského Slezska v dobé okupace (1938-1945)
[The Situation of the Jewish Population on the Territory of Czech Silesia During the Period of the Occupation
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the Ostravian community.>® He captured even the response to ,Kristallnacht” in Czecho-
slovakia.® At the beginning of the new millennium these researches led him to turn to the
issue of the restitution of the cultural property of WWII victims, thus obtaining international
reputation as one of the leading experts.®’

The Katyn crime of 1940 became his last major issue, especially its victims originating from
the Czech lands, particularly the Poles from TéSin Silesia or related to it. After the release
of the first Czech monograph on this crime and of the first extensive work on the victims of
Katyn from the territory of the Czech Republic in Polish,*® the search for and the registration
of the victims continued along with the exploration of a series of subtopics in a number of
articles and studies,*” which were carried out after the year 2000 as part of the research of

(1938-1945)], in: Zidé ve Slezsku. Studie k déjinam Zidt ve Slezsku, SPYRA, Janusz — WODZINSKI, Marcin (eds.),
Cesky T&&in 2001, 142-152. BORAK, Me¢islav: The Situation of the Jewish Population on the Territory of Czech
Silesia During the Period of the Occupation 1938-1945, in: Jews in Silesia, SPYRA, Janusz — WODZINSKI, Marcin
(eds.), Krakow 2001, 181-192; BORAK, Mecislav: Sytuacja ludnosci zydowskiej na obszarze czeskiego élaska w
okresie okupacji (1938-1945) [The Situation of Jewish Citizens on the Territory of Czech Silesia during Occupation
(1938=1945)], in: $Iqsk Opolski, 11,2001, 2/44, 38-44, BORAK, Me¢islav: Prameny k transportdim z opavského ob-
vodu Sudetské Zupy do Terezina [Sources to the Transports from the Opavian District of the Reichsgau to Terezin],
in: Terezinské listy vol. 33, 2005, 36-44.

55 BORAK, Metislav: Zmény v postaveni Zidovské méstské komunity v Ostravé (1938-1945) [Changes in the Po-
sition of the Jewish Municipal Community in Ostrava (1938-1945)], in: Cesko-slovenska historické rocenka 2001,
Brno 2001, 85-91; BORAK, Metislav: Sanghaj a zéchrana ?id z Ostravska za druhé svétové valky [Shanghai and
the Rescue of Ostrava Region Jews during World War 1], in: Ostrava. Prispévky k déjindm a soucasnosti Ostravy
a Ostravska vol. 23, Ostrava 2007, 98-135; BORAK, Me¢islav: Ostravsky rabin Arnost Bass (1885-1943) a jeho
rodina [Ostravian Rabbi Arnost Bass (1885-1943) and His Family], in: Ostrava. Prispévky k déjindm a sou&asnosti
Ostravy vol. 27, Ostrava 2013, 165-183.

56 BORAK, Metislav: Wydarzenia “nocy krysztatowej” i ich oddzwiek on terenach Czechostowacji [The Crystal
Night Events and their Reverberation on the Czechoslovak Territory], in: Colloquium Opole ‘98 — 60 rocznica
pogromu Zydéw w Niemczech, LIS, Michat — A. TRZCIELINSKA-POLUS, Aleksandra (eds.), Opole 2000, 49-60.

57 BORAK, Megislav: Kulturni statky a problémy vlastnictvi. Zkugenosti stfedni Evropy po roce 1989 [Cultural
Assets and the Problems of Ownership. The Experience of Central Europe after 1989], in: Terezinské listy vol.
32, 2004, 85-94; BORAK, Mecislav: O restitucich kulturnich statk(l ob&ti holokaustu [Restitution of Cultural As-
sets of the Victims of the Holocaust], in: Soudobé déjiny, 11, 2004, 1-2, 282-299; BORAK, Me¢islav: Verspatete
Gerechtigkeit. Die Restitution von enteigneten Kulturgut in Tschechien [Belated Justice. Restoration of Dispos-
sessed Cultural Monuments in the Czech Republic], in: Osteuropa, 56, 2006, 1-2, 247-262; BORAK, Me¢islav:
Budoucnost ztraceného dé&dictvi. Dokumentace, identifikace a restituce kulturnich statkd obé&ti druhé svétové
valky [Future of the Lost Heritage. The Documentation, Identification and Restitution of Cultural Property of
the Victims of the Second World War], in: Soudobé déjiny, 13, 2006, 3-4, 507-526; BORAK, Metislav: N&které
moznosti muzejni identifikace pfedmétd patficich obétem holocaustu [Some of the Options of the Museum Iden-
tification of Objects Belonging to Holocaust Victims], in: Ztracené dédictvi. Prispévky z «kulatych stoli» na téma
dokumentace, identifikace a restituce kulturnich statk( obéti Il. svétové vélky, BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Praha,
2006, 76-82; BORAK, Metislav: Mezi Ruskem a N&meckem. Problém ~premisténych” kulturnich statk{ ve stfedni
Evropé v letech 2000-2006 [Between Russia and Germany. The Problem of “Displaced” Cultural Assets in Central
Europe 2000-2006], in: Terezinské listy vol. 35, 2007, 151-168; BORAK, Me¢islav: The Identification of Works of
Art Belonging to the Holocaust Victims and the Possibility of Restoring them to their Original Owners (Using the
Example of the Silesian Regional Museum), in: Holocaust Era Assets. Conference proceedings, SCHNEIDER, Jif{
— KLEPAL, Jakub — KALHOUSOVA, Irena (eds), Praha 2009, 857-864. See also: [online] EU2009CZ: Holocaust Era
Conference, Prague, 26-30 June 2009, the HEA Conference Proceedings, 1-7 [cit. 5. 7. 2015], available at http://
www.holocausteraassets.eu/files/200000251-1b938a2d36/WG_LA_12.pdf

58 BORAK, Metislav: Vrazdy v Katyriském lese [Murders in the Katyri Woods], Ostrava 1991; BORAK, Metislav:
Symbol Katynia. Zaolzianskie ofiary obozéw i wiezierh w ZSRR [The Katyri Symbol. The Zaolzie Victims of Camps
and Prisons in USSR], Czeski Cieszyn 1991.

59 BORAK, Mecislav: Gtos historii (Groby w Lesie Katyriskim, Obéz w Ostaszkowie, Obdz w Starobielsku) [The
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the Czechoslovak political victims of persecutions in the USSR.¢° The results of this extre-
mely challenging work were wrapped up in a monograph in 2011 containing biographies
of almost 500 people, shot in 1940 by members of the NKVD in Katyn, Kharkov, Tver, the
Ukrainian Bykoven and in other parts of the USSR, which were verified in Russian, Ukrainian,
Polish, Czech and German materials.®’ However, the research goes on and, thanks to the
extensive popularization and information activities, further relatives and descendants of
the victims keep reporting yet.

Particularly significant was the founding role of M. Borék in the already mentioned research

Voice of History (Graves in Katyh Woods, Ostashkov Camp, Starobilsk Camp)], in: Szkice i dialog. Kwartalnik
spoteczno-kulturalny, Polish Evangelical Institut in Stocholm, 11, 1990, 40, 32-40; BORAK, Me¢islav: Katyn —
neznamé souvislosti. Ob&ané z TéSinska ob&tmi zlo¢inu NKVD [Katyri — Unknown Circumstances. The Citizens of
T&%in Silesia Victims of NKVD's Crimes], in: T&$insko, 34, 1991, 3, 10-15; BORAK, Metislav: Mrtvi od Charkova.
Obtané z Tésinska v Katyni &islo 2 [The Dead of Kharkov. The citizens of T&$in Silesia in Katyrh Number 2], in:
Té&insko, 35, 1992, 1, 16-22; BORAK, Me¢islav: Obyvatelé Tésinska obétmi tabord a véznic v SSSR (vysledky
vyzkumu) [The Inhabitants of Tésin Silesia Victimse of the Camps and Prisons in the USSR (results of research)],
in: Slezsky sbornik, 90, 1992, 2, 108-120; BORAK, Me¢islav: Zaolziariskie ofiary Katynia [The Zaolzie Victims of
Katyn], in: tambinowicki Rocznik Muzealny vol. 15, 1992, 20-27; BORAK, Me¢islav: Echa katyriskie [Echoes of
Katyn], in: Kalendarz $Iqski vol. 29, 1993, 49-52; BORAK, Me¢islav: Tragédie slezskych policistti [Tragedy of Sile-
sian Police Officers], in: T&8insko, 36, 1993, 4, 11-19; BORAK, Meislav: Pamied, nie opuszcza zywych [The Living
Do Not Lose Memoryl], in: Zwrot, 45, 1993, 4, 8-15; BORAK, Metislav: Katyn dans la mémoire des Tchéques et
des Polonais de Silésie [Katyn in the Recollections of Czechs and Poles of Silesial, in: La Nouvelle Alternative. Re-
vue pour les droits et les libertés démocratiques en Europe de I'Est, Paris, no. 32, 1993, 28-31; BORAK, Meislav:
Trzy spowiedzi Franciszek Kozika [Three Confessions of Franczisek Kozik], in: Suplement. Pismo Stowarzyszenia
Autoréw Polskich w Krakowie, no. 22, 1993, 3-7;: BORAK, Me¢islav: Svédectvi ze Slovenska [Testimony from Slo-
vakial, in: Té&insko, 37, 1994, 3, 18-20; BORAK, Metislav: Ostraviti rodéci ob&tmi zloginu NKVD v Katyni [Natives
of Ostrava Victims of NKVD Crime in Katyn], in: Ostrava. Pfispévky k déjindm a soucasnosti Ostravy a Ostravs-
ka, vol. 17, Ostrava 1995, 152-163;: BORAK, Me¢islav: Dlaczego ktamat Franciszek Hajek? [Why Frantisek Hajek
Lied?], in: Biuletyn Katyriski, vol. 42, 1997, 55-69; BORAK, Me¢islav: Zlo&in v Katyni a jeho &eské a slovenské sou-
vislosti [Crime in Katyri and its Czech and Slovak Context], in: Evropa mezi Némeckem a Ruskem. Sbornik praci
k sedmdesatindm Jaroslava Valenty, SESTAK, Miroslav — VORACEK, Emil (eds.), Praha 2000, 505-522.

60 BORAK, Metislav: Najwieksza zbrodnia w historii Zaolzia. Podréz do Miednoje [Greatest Crime in Zaolzie
History. The Journey to Miednoje], in: Kalendarz $Iqsl<i, vol. 37, 2001, 106-111; BORAK, Meislav: Katyrisky
zlo¢in a jeho obéti z Tésinského Slezska [Katyri Crime and its Victims from Tésin Silesia), in: Casopis Slezského
zemského muzea, série B, 55, 2006, 3, 218-250; BORAK, Metislav: Ofiary zbrodni katyniskich w $wietle nowych
ustalert [The Victims of Katyrn Crimes in the Czech Republic in the Light of New Findings], in: tambinowicki
Rocznik Muzealny, no. 30, 2007, 63-84; BORAK, Me¢islav: Pamie¢ Katynia after obu stronach Slqska [A Memory
of Katyri on Both Sides of Silesial, in: Z pamiecig ku przysztosci (zapis konferencji Ryduttowy 21-22 wrzesnia
2007), CHLEBIK-TUREK, Janina — KACZOROWSKA, Iwona (eds.), Ryduttowy 2007, 107-126; BORAK, Metislav:
Zahada katyniskych lebek [The Mystery of the Skulls of Katyn], in: Acta Historica et Museologica Universitatis
Silesianae Opaviensis vol. 8, 2008, 511-532; BORAK, Metislav: Ewangelicy ze Slaska Cieszynskiego wéréd ofiar
Katynia, Ostaszkowa i Miednoje [Evangelicals of T&$in Silesia Among the Victims of Katyri, Ostashkow and Mied-
nojel, in: Trzysta lat tolerancji na Slasku Cieszyriskim, CZYZ, Renata — GOJNICZEK, Wactaw — SPRATEK, Daniel
(eds.), Cieszyn 2010, 226-234, BORAK, Me¢islav: Zbrodnia Katyriska i ofiary z Zaolzia / Katyrisky zlo¢in a obé&ti z
Té3inska [The Katyri Crime and its Victims of Tésin Silesia], in: Katyri — Pamie¢ Narodu. Publikacja okolicznosciowa
z okazji 70. rocznicy Zbrodni Katynskiej / Katyri — Memory of the Nation. Amanac to the 70. Anniversary of the
Katyr Crime, STEFFEK, Marian (ed.), Cesky Té8in, 2010, 3-20; BORAK, Mecislav: Spis ofiar zbrodni katyriskiej /
Seznam obéti katyriského zlo€inu [List of the Victims of the Katyri Crime], in: Katyri — Pamig¢ Narodu. Publikacja
okolicznosciowa z okazji 70. rocznicy Zbrodni Katyriskiej / Katyri — Memory of the Nation. Amanac to the 70. An-
niversary of the Katyri Crime, STEFFEK, Marian (ed.), Cesky Té3in, 2010, 28-46; BORAK, Mecislav: MpecTynnenue B
KaTblHy 1 ero vewckuin n cnosaukmii KoHTekct [Crime in Katyn and its Czech and Slovak Context], [online] KaTbiHckue
matepuansel [cit. 22. 5. 2010], available at: http://katynbooks.narod.ru/czechoslovakia/borak_ru_cz.html.

61 BORAK, Metislav: Ofiary Zbrodni Katyriskiej z obszaru bytej Czechostowacji [Victims of the Katyri Crime from
the Territory of Former Czechoslovakia], Opava 2011.
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of political persecution of the Czechoslovak citizens in Soviet Russia and later in the Soviet
Union 1918-1956. The research plan was conceived by Borak on the basis of the experi-
ence gained in the 1990s while examining the political persecution of the population in
Czechoslovakia and Central Europe by totalitarian regimes and in direct connection with
the Katyn research. From the beginning of the Millennium, it was carried out in three stages
within the research projects of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic and
the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic, which was conducted under his supervision by
Opavian and Prague historians.®? Their goal was to cover the progress and the mechanisms
of political persecution (in the Russian terminology of ,repression”) in the USSR, to find
out about their specific victims from among the Czechs, the Czechoslovak citizens and the
population of the Czech lands, to create a computer database about them (the input hypo-
thesis assumed approximately 5, 000 victims) and to gather the supporting documents for
the verification of individual cases and of the fates of the persecuted ones.

During the first study visit of Opavian historians in Moscow in the summer and fall of 2001,
work contacts were established, among other things, with the organizations dealing with
this issue, in particular the Association of the Memorial and Museum of Andrei Sakharov in
Moscow, which is grateful to Professor Borék to this day. An indicative survey of literature
and sources in their collections and in funds of the Central Russian Archives in Moscow ena-
bled the verification of the basic methodological procedures and the heuristic possibilities
of the archive research.®* A comprehensive analysis of the issues and ideas about further
procedure was then presented by M. Borék in the Conference proceedings of the Interna-
tional Conference Osudy ceskoslovenskych ob&an( v byvalém SSSR (1918-1956) [The fate
of Czechoslovak Citizens in the Former USSR (1918-1956)] in Prague in February 2002 and
in the following year again in a separate monograph.®*

In the next phase of the research in 2004-2007, apart from research in the archives of

62 It was the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czec h Republic research project no. RB 19/27/01 "Czechoslovak
Citizens from the Territory of Today’s Czech Republic persecuted in the USSR,” carried out in 2001, the project of
the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic no. 409/04/0779 “Forms and Extent of the Persecution of the Czechs,
Czechoslovak Citizens and the Inhabitants of the Czech Lands in the Soviet Union (1918-1956)" carried out
2004-2007, and the continuation project no. 409/09/0555 “Persecution of Czechoslovak Citizens in the Soviet
Union (1918-1956)" carried out from 2009 to 2014.

63 BORAK, Mecislav: Materidly k perzekuci ¢eskoslovenskych obéant ve 30. — 50. letech v SSSR v ruskych ar-
chivech [Documents on the Persecution of the Czechoslovak Citizens in the 1930s — 1950s in the USSR in Russian
Archives], in: Vézeriské systémy v Ceskoslovensku a ve stfedni Evropé 1945-1955. Sbornik z mezinérodni konfer-
ence konané ve dnech 28. - 29. 11. 2001 v Praze, JANAK, Dugan (ed.), Opava, 2001, 76-86; BORAK, Metislav:
Prameny k perzekuci ¢eské mensiny a ¢eskoslovenského exilu v byvalém SSSR v ruskych archivech [Sources on
the Persecution of Czech Minority and Czechoslovak Exile in the Former USSR in Russian Archives], in: Acta Uni-
versitatis Palackianae Olomucensis Facultas Philosophica, Historica, vol. 31, 2002, 383-397; BORAK, Megislav:
Czechostowaccy jericy wojenni w ZSRR 1945-1955 (problem weryfikacji narodowosci i obywatelstwa w sowieckiej
ewidencji) [Czechoslovak Military Prisoners in the USSR 1945-1955 (the issue of determining nationalities and
citizenships in Soviet records)], in: Jericy wojenni w latach Il wojny swiatowej. tambinowicki Rocznik Muzealny,
no. 25,2002, 109-120.

64 BORAK, Megislav: Ceskoslovensti obgané z tzemi dnedni Ceské republiky perzekvovani v SSSR [Czechoslo-
vak Citizens from the Territory of Today’s Czech Republic, Persecuted in the USSR], in: BORAK, Me¢islav et al.:
Perzekuce obé&an( z tzemi dneini Ceské republiky v SSSR, Sesity USD AV CR, sv. 38, Praha 2003, 7-205; BORAK,
Metislav: Ceské stopy v Gulagu. Z vyzkumu perzekuce Cechl a obcan’ CSR v Sovétském svazu [Czech Traces
in the Gulag. From the Research on the Persecution of Czechoslovak citizens in the Soviet Union]. 2" edition,
revised, Opava 2003.
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Prague and Moscow focusing on the victims of illegal executions, including the ongoing
examination of the Katyr crime,®® M. Borak created a unique source capacity of foreign-lan-
guage literature on the issue of political repression, a computer database of the victims of
repression and the website of Czech Traces in the Gulag at the Silesian Institute in Opava,
Silesian Museum, respectively.®® He also organised a collection of contributions from the
international scientific conference for the completion of the project in November 2006 in
Prague, and a two-part collection of synthetic studies Perzekuce ¢eskoslovenskych obcand
v Sovétském svazu (1918-1956) [The persecution of Czechoslovak Citizens in the Soviet
Union (1918-1956)], which was issued in the spring of 2007.¢” While the first one presented
the results of the project, the second one published a major study on the executions as part
of political repression in the USSR and their victims in the years 1918-1956.¢

In the last stage, 2009-2014, he examined the fate of the Czechs executed in the period of
the , Great Terror” 1937-1938, not only in the Russian archives, but more consistently also
in archives, libraries and universities in Ukraine, where he also gained the Ukrainian regis-

65 BORAK, Metislav: Formy i rozmiar represji wobec Czechéw i mieszkaricéw ziem czeskich w Zwigzku Radzieck-
im do 1956 r. Stan badan [Forms and Scope of Repression Against Czechs and Citizns of the Czech Lands in
the Soviet Union until 1956. State of the Research], in: Represje sowieckie wobec narodéw Europy 1944-1956,
ROGUT, Dariusz — ADAMCZYK, Arkadiusz (eds.), Zeléw 2005, 323-341; BORAK, Metislav: Ceskoslovensti Zidé
— obéti gulagti a popravist v Sovétském svazu [Czechoslovak Jews — Victims of Gulag and Scaffolds in the Soviet
Union], in: Prvni prazsky seminéf. Dopady holocaustu na &eskou a slovenskou spoleénost ve druhé poloviné 20.
stoleti, MACHACOVA, Helena (ed.), Praha 2008, $7-110; Cf. also studies and articles in the note 60.

66 Specialized fund of foreign-language literature, mainly of Russian and Polish, partly Ukrainian, now already
comprising a thousand volumes, stored in the Central Library of the Silesian Museum. The working version of the
database currently includes over four thousand victims and is continuously being supplemented, validated and
edited. The website Czech Traces in Gulag [online] is available at: http://gulag.szmo.cz

67 Vyzkum perzekuce Ceskoslovenskych obcanl v Sovétském svazu (1918-1956). Sbornik prispévki z mez-
inarodni védecké konference poradané Ustavem pro soudobé déjiny Akademie véd Ceské republiky, Nérodnim
archivem Ceské republiky a Slezskym zemskym muzeem 30. listopadu 2006 v Praze [Research on the Persecution
of Czechoslovak Citizens in the Soviet Union (1918-1956). Proceedings of the International Scientific Conference
Organized by the Institute for Contemporary History of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, National
Archive of the Czech Republic and the Silesian Museum, November 30, 2006 in Prague], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.)
Opava, 2007; Perzekuce ceskoslovenskych obéani v Sovétském svazu (1918-1956). Cést I. Vézni a popraveni.
Cast II. Valeeni zajatci a internovani. Sbornik studii [Persecution of Czechoslovak Citizens in the Soviet Union
(1918-1956). Part |. Prisoners and the Executed. Part Il Prisoners of War and Internees. Collection of Studies],
BORAK, Mecislav (ed.), Opava 2007.

68 BORAK, Metislav: Vyzkum a evidence obét perzekuce z fad Cechd, geskoslovenskych ob&anti a obyvatel
Ceskych zemi v Sovétském svazu v letech 1918-1956 [Research and Registration of Persecution Victims from
Among Czechs, Czechoslovak Citizens and the Population of the Czech Lands in the Soviet Union 1918-1956], in:
Vyzkum perzekuce Eeskoslovenskych obcan( v Sovétském svazu (1918-1956). Sbornik pfispévki z mezindrodni
védecké konference poradané Ustavem pro soudobé dé&jiny Akademie véd Ceské republiky, Narodnim archivem
Ceské republiky a Slezskym zemskym muzeem 30. listopadu 2006 v Praze, Opava 2007, 10-40; BORAK, Metislav:
O vyzkumu &eskoslovenskych obéti politickych represi [Research of Czechoslovak Political Repression Victims],

in: Perzekuce &eskoslovenskych obéani v Sovétském svazu (1918- 1956) Cast I. V&zni a popraveni, Opava 2007,

7-14; Cast Il. Véle&ni zajatci a internovani, Opava 2007, 7-14; BORAK, Metislav: Popravy jako souéast politickych
represi v SSSR a dosud zjisténé obéti z fad Cechl a ¢eskoslovenskych obcanl [Execution as Part of Political Re-
pression in the USSR and the Hitherto Known Victims of the Czechs and the Czechoslovak Citizens], in: Perzekuce
Ceskoslovenskych obcan(i v Sovétském svazu (1918-1956). Cést I. Vézni a popraveni, Opava 2007, 117-236;

BORAK, Metislav — JIRASEK, Zden&k: Spisy dozoru Prokuratury SSSR a Eeskoslovenské obéti politickych represi
[The Documents of Supervision of the USSR Prosecutor’s Office and the Czechoslovak Victims of Political Repres-
sion], in: Perzekuce ¢eskoslovenskych obcan( v Sovétském svazu (1918-1956). Cast I. V&zni a popraveni, Opava
2007, 237-252.
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ters of persecution victims. He then applied the new findings in addition to the domestic
studies to the victims of the ,,Great Terror” from the Ostrava and T&&in Silesia®® as well as in
Russia’® and Poland, where he stepped up in support of the Russian non-governmental or-
ganisations and researchers uncovering the crimes of Stalinism,”" in the above mentioned
syntheses on the transports to Nisko upon San and on the Katyr crime,’? and especially in
his two new major monographs. In the first one, he demonstrated the mechanisms of the
Soviet political repressions by the cases of the Czechs and Czechoslovak citizens executed
in Moscow between 1922 and 1953 and he brought information about the fates of 121
persons, buried at all five of the Moscow burial sites of repression victims. In the second
one, dealing with the repression of the Czech residents of Soviet Ukraine, he presented
a register of more than 500 Czechs and Czechoslovak citizens executed and described in
detail the fates of the executed from the area of Volyné& and Podillya.”

It is visible on the issue of the persecution of the Czechs and Czechoslovak citizens in the
Soviet Union how Borak’s work intertwines individual topics, how he returns to already
researched phenomena from a different angle, based on new sources and findings, asking
more and more questions. This continuity becomes even more apparent with the last of
his great research interests, concerning the problems of the Polish minority and inter-eth-
nical relations, which he was led to by his research on T&$in Silesia. As one of the leading
experts in this area, he focused on controversial or conflicting topics which affected and
are affecting the Czechoslovak-Polish or Czech-Polish relations in their history and in the
present.”* He devoted considerable attention to the development of the Polish minority

69 BORAK, Mecislav: Obéti ,velkého teroru” v Sovétském svazu v letech 1937-1938 puvodem z Ostravska [Vic-
tims of the “Great Terror” in the Soviet Union 1937-1938, Originally from Ostraval, in: Ostrava. Pfispévky k dé&-
jindm a soucasnosti Ostravy a Ostravska, vol. 24, Ostrava 2009, 9-40; BORAK, Megislav: Z nacistického koncen-
tragniho tabora do sovétskych gulagti (Osudy ostravskych Zidd z transportt do Niska nad Sanem) [From the Nazi
Concentration Camp into a Soviet Gulag (the Fates of Ostravian Jews from the Transports to Nisko upon San)], in:
Ostrava. Prispévky k dé&jindm a soucasnosti Ostravy, vol. 25, Ostrava 2011, 97-135; BORAK, Megislav: Zatajené
popravy. Obéti “velkého teroru” z let 1937-1938 v Sové&tském svazu plvodem z Té3inska a piipad Jézefa Gibiece
z Trince [Secret Executions. Victims of the “Great Terror” in the Soviet Union 1937-1938, Originally from T&%in
Silesia and the case of Jézef Gibiec from T¥inec], in: TéSinsko, 56, 13, 4, 17-31; BORAK, Me¢islav: Zmarnowane
zycie Jézefa Gibca z Konskiej [The Wasted Life of Jozef Gibec from Konska], in: Kalendarz Slaski vol. 49, 2013, 88—
99; BORAK, Megislav: Powrét Jézefa Gibca [The Return of Jozef Gibec], in: Kalendarz §Ia)ski vol. 50, 2014, 48-53.

70 BORAK, Metislav: Presledovanije ¢echov i grazdan Cechoslovakiji v SSSR v 1918-1945 gg [The Persecution
of Czechs and Czechoslovak Citizens in the USSR 1918-1945], in: Skolnyje uroki po teme ,Istorija politi¢eskich
repressij i soprotivlenije nesvobode v SSSR”, ed. |. A. Misin, Moskva 2012, 534-542

71 BORAK, Megislav: O falsifikatorach istorii [On the Falsifiers of History], in: Jevropa. Zurnal Polskogo instituta
mezdunarodnych del, 9, 31, 2009, 2 (31), 15-18.

72 BORAK, Me¢islav: Prvni deportace evropskych Zidd [The First Deportation of the European Jews]; BORAK,
Mecislav: The first Deportation of the European Jews; BORAK, Meislav: Ofiary Zbrodni Katyriskiej [Victims of the
Katyn Crime]; see also footnote 52 and 61.

73 BORAK, Metislav: Moskevska pohfebisté. Cesi a ceskoslovensti obéané popraveni v Moskvé v letech 1922-
1953 [Moscow Burial Sites. The Czechs and the Czechoslovak Citizens Execute in Moscow 1922-1953], Opava,
2013; BORAK, Metislav: Zatajené popravy. Cesi a éeskosloveniti obéané popraveni na sovétské Ukrajiné. Z his-
torie Velkého teroru na Volyni a v Podoli [Secret Executions. The Czechs and the Czechoslovak Citizens Execute
in Soviet Ukraine. From the History of the Great Terror in Volyri and Podolia], Opava 2014.

74 In addition to the literature referred to above in notes 13-33 for example EfORAK, Mecislav: Pod opieka policji
[Under Police Surveilance], in: Kalendarz Slgski vol. 34, 1988, 138-139; BORAK, Mecislav: Polaci v Ceské repub-
lice po roce 1989 a sporna mista ¢esko-polskych vztaht [Poles in the Czech Republic After 1989 and the Points
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in the nationally mixed Tésin Silesia, and in Czechoslovakia and the Czech Republic’® and
their situation after 1989.7¢

When enumerating the research and publication activities of Professor Bordk, one may not
forget his systematic, organizational activity. He participated in carrying out nearly forty
research projects from international projects through grants of State and interdepartmental
agencies, the Moravia-Silesia Region or from the statutory city of Ostrava, to scientific tasks
in the institutions he was active in, being the research group leader or auxiliary investigator
on the project.”” During these activities, he undertook a number of foreign study visits and

of Dispute of Czech—Polish Relations], Slezsky sbornik, 93, 1995, 1-2, 67-70; BORAK, Me¢islav: Les conflicts du
passé dans la mémoire de la minorité polonaise en République tchéque aprés 1989 [Past Conflicts in the Memory
of the Polish Minority after 1989], in: La Nouvelle Alternative. Revue pour les droits et les libertés démocratiques
en Europe de I'Est, no. 38, 1995, 34-36; BORAK, Metislav: O&ima Polakd. Historie a soucasnost ¢eskoslovens-
ko-polskych vztaht a polské mengina v Ceskoslovensku v zrcadle polského tisku na Tésinském Slezsku v letech
1989-1992. Komentované bibliografie [Through Polish Eyes. History and Present of Czechoslovak-Polish Rela-
tions and the Polish Minority in Czechoslovakia in the Mirror of the Polish Press in Tésin Silesia 1989-1992. Anno-
tated Bibliography], in Acta historica Universitatis Silesianae Opaviensis — Supplementa Tomus IX, Opava 2010.

75 BORAK, Me¢islav: Polska mengina v Ceské republice [The Polish Minority in the Czech Republic], in: Mensiny
v CR a v sousednich zemich z perspektivy integrace Ceské republiky do Evropské unie (Mensiny v CR a Evropé),
Praha, 1996, 128-136; BORAK, Me¢islav: Z historie Polak(i v Ceské republice [From the History of Poles in the
Czech Republic], in: SOKOLOVA, Gabriela — HERNOVA, Sarka — SRAJEROVA, Olga et al.: Cesi, Slovéci a Poléci
na Téinsku a jejich vzéjemné vztahy, Opava, 1997, 22-32; BORAK, Mecislav: Problémy polské menginy v Ceské
republice v devadesatych letech [The Problems of the Polish Minority in the Czech Republic in the 1990s], in:
Nérodnostni mensiny a majoritni spolecnosti v Ceské republice a v zemich stfedni Evropy v 90. letech XX. sto-
leti, SOKOLOVA, Gabriela — SRAJEROVA, Olga (eds.), Opava — Praha 1998, 230-241; BORAK, Mecislav: Polska
mengina v Ceské republice [The Polish Minority in the Czech Republic], in: GABAL, Ivan et al., Etnické mensiny
ve stfedni Evropé. Konflikt nebo integrace, Praha 1999, 120-127; BORAK, Me¢islav: Stav a perspektivy vyzku-
mu d&jin polské narodnostni mensiny v CSR (CR) [The State and Prospects of the Research of the History of the
Polish Ethnic Minority in Czechoslovakia (Czech Republic)], in: Polacy na Zaolziu 1920-2000. Zbiér referetéw z
konferencji naukowej, ktéra odbyta sie 13. - 14. 10. 2000 w Czeskim Cieszynie / Poléci na Tésinsku 1920-2000.
Sbornik prispévki z védecké konference konané ve dnech 13. — 14. 10. 2000 v Ceském Té&ing, SYZMECZEK,
Jozsef (ed.) Czeski Cieszyn 2002, 31-48; BORAK, Me¢islav: Vlastenectvi Polakd v Ceskych zemich za prvni a za
druhé svétové vélky [The Patriotism of the Poles in the Czech Republic During the First and Second World War],
in: Ceska spoleénost za velkych valek 20. stoleti (pokus o komparaci), GEBHART, Jan — SEDIVY, Ivan (eds.), Praha
2003, 93-102.

76 BORAK, Mecislav: Problém dvojjazyénosti na Téinsku po roce 1990 [The Problem of Bilingualism in Té§in Sile-
sia After 1990, [online] Clovek a spolo¢nost, 3, 2000, 1, [cit 5. 7. 2015], available at: http://www.saske.sk/cas/ar-
chiv/1-2000/borak.html; BORAK, Me&islav: Problémy mensinovych médii na prikladu polské ndrodnostni mensiny
v CR [Problems of Minority Media on the Example of the Polish Minority in the Czech Republic], in: Slask Opolski
i Opawski w kierunku standardéw europejskich. Regiony i procesy integracyjne po wejsciu do Unii Europejskiej /
Opavské a opolské Slezsko ve sméru evropskych standardd. Regiony a integracni procesy po vstupu do Evropské
unie, Opava 2005, 127-133; BORAK, Metislav: Centraliza&ni aspekty v mensinové politice v ¢eskych zemich po
roce 1945 (na prikladu polské mensiny v Tésinském Slezsku) [Centralizing Aspects in the Minority Policy in Czech
Lands after 1945 (on the example of the Polish minority in TéSin Silesia)], in: UdrZitelnost rozvoje spolecnosti a
kvalita zivota, VACLAVIKOVA, Anna - CHMELAROVA, Magdalena (eds.) Opava 2009, 6-16.

77 Besides the above mentioned projects of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Grant Agency
of the Czech Republic (See note 62) for example Mémoire des guerres et des résistances en Tchéco-Slova-
quie, Europe centrale et en France (Pamét vélky a odboje v Cesko-Slovensku, stfedni Evropé a ve Francii) [The
Memory of the War and of the Resistance in Czechoslovakia, Central Europe, and in France], Institute d'histoire
du temps présent, Paris, France, research project period 1992-1994; Cinnost mimoradnych lidovych soudd ve
Slezsku a na Ostravsku v letech 1945-1948 [The Activities of the Extraordinary People’s Courts in Silesia and in
the Ostrava Region 1945-1948], Grant Agency of the Czech Republic no. 404/93/0141, research project period
1993-1996; Zidovska problematika a antisemitismus ve svétle retribu¢nich soudd 1945-1948 [Jewish Issues and
Anti-Semitism in the Light of Retribution Courts, 1945-1948], Grant Agency of the Academy of Sciences of the
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internships — in the 1990s, primarily in the archives and scientific institutions in Poland, from
2000 in Russia and Ukraine, but also in Israel or in China.”®

In this context, his extensive editorial activity should be recalled, which includes nearly thir-
ty professional books published in the past quarter-century. These are especially syntheses
and collections relating to the history of the regions of Tésinsko and Silesia, as well as’ to
the current problems of the Opava Region and® to the Czech-Polish relations.®! Further-
more, they are works dedicated to the persecution of the Czechoslovak citizens in the
former Soviet Union® and the retribution judiciary,®* however, the largest group is made

Czech Republic no. 9063902/1999, research project period 1999-2002; Zékonné opatieni a nezakonné zasahy
v(i&i skupinadm obyvatelstva a jednotlivedm v Ceskoslovensku v letech 1938-1948 [Legal Measures and lllegal
Interventions Against Groups and Individuals in the Population of Czechoslovakia 1938-1948], Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Czech Republic no. RB 8/2003, research project period 2003-2006; Historie a postaveni polské
mensiny v CR (CSR) [The History and Status of the Polish Minority in the Czech Republic (Czechoslovakia)l, The
Silesian Institute of the Silesian Museum, research project period 1992-2005, etc.

78 Let us mention for instance Stefan Batory Foundation scholarship study in Wojskowy Instytut Historyczny in
Warsaw 1994-1995, since 2001, study stays in Central State Archives and libraries, in the Memorial Association
and Andrei Sakharov Museum in Moscow, since 2005 in similar Ukrainian institutions in Kyiv, but also archives in
Uzhhorod, Berehov and Lviv, (2005) and the State archive of the Zhytomyr area and Zhytomyr State University
in Zhytomyr (2010-2011), Exchange in the social science institutes in Shanghai and Beijing in 2005 or four study
stays in Yad Vashem in Jerusalem and the Wiener Library in Tel Aviv between 2003 and 2014.

79 Néstin dé&jin Tésinska [An Outline of the History of T&Sin Silesia], BORAK, Me¢islav —- GAWRECKI, Dan (eds.);
Zarys dziejéw Slaska Cieszynskiego [An Outline of the History of Tésin Silesia], BORAK, Metislav — GAWRECKI,
Dan (eds.); Dé&jiny Orlové [A History of Orlova], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.); Slezsko v déjindch ceského statu [Silesia
in the History of the Czech State], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.).

80 Slask Opolski i Opawski w kierunku standardéw europejskich. Aktywno$c spoteczna mieszkaricéw pogranicza
/ Opolské a opavské Slezsko ve sméru evropskych standardi. Spolecenska aktivita obyvatel pohranici [Opolean
and Opavian Silesia in the Direction of European Standards. The Social Activity of the Inhabitants of the Bor-
derlands], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.); Slask Opolski i Opawski w kierunku standardéw europejskich. Regiony i pro-
cesy integracyjne po wejsciu do Unii Europejskiej / Opavské a opolské Slezsko ve sméru evropskych standard.
Regiony a integracni procesy po vstupu do Evropské unie [Opolean and Opavian Silesia in the Direction of
European Standards. Regions and Integration Processes after the Accession to the European Union], BORAK,
Mecislav (ed.); Slask Opolski i Opawski w Unii Europejskiej. Problemy pierwszych lat cztonkostwa w stosunku do
przemian spotecznych / Opolské a opavské Slezsko v Evropské unii. Problémy prvnich let ¢lenstvi se zietelem
na spolecenské promény [Opolean and Opavian Silesia in the European Union. Problems of the First Years of EU
Membership in Regard to Social Transformations], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.).

81 Cesko-slovensko-polské vztahy v letech 1938-1939. Prispévky z mezinérodni konference [Czech-Slovak-Pol-
ish Relations 1938-1939. Contributions from an International Conference], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Slezsky sbornik,
94,1996, 1, 1-100; Ceska a polské bohemistika na prelomu stoleti / Czeska i polska bohemistyka na przetomie
stuleci [Czech and Polish Bohemistics at the Turn of the Century], BORAK, Metislav ~GLADKIEWICZ, Ryszard
(eds.), Praha 2007; Polacy i Czesi miedzy Rosja i Niemcami (XIX-XXI wiek) [Poles and Czechs Between Russia and
Germany (from 19" to 21 Century)], BORAK, Me¢islav — GLADKIEWICZ, Ryszard (eds.), Wroctaw 2008; Ceska
polonistika a polskd bohemistika na prelomu stoleti / Czeska polonistyka i polska bohemistyka na przetome
stuleci [Czech Polonistics and Polish Bohemistics at the Turn of the Century], BORAK, Me¢islav — GRADKIEWICZ,
Ryszard (eds.), Wroctaw 2009.

82 Perzekuce obéanti z izemi dneéni Ceské republiky v SSSR [Persecution of the Citizens from the Territory
of Today’s Czech Republic in the USSR], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.); Vyzkum perzekuce ceskoslovenskych obc&and
v Sovétském svazu (1918-1956) [Research on the Persecution of Czechoslovak Citizens in the Soviet Union (1918
1956)], BORAK, Metislav (ed.); Perzekuce eskoslovenskych oband v Sovétském svazu (1918-1956), Cast I-Il
[Persecution of Czechoslovak Citizens in the Soviet Union (1918-1956), Part I-1l], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.).

83 Retribuce v CSR a narodni podoby antisemitismu [Retribution in Czechoslovakia and the National Forms of
Anti-Semitism], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Povéalecna justice a ndrodni podoby antisemitismu [Post-War Judiciary
and National Forms of Anti-Semitism], BORAK, Mecislav (ed.); Ceskoslovenské pravni normy z let 1940-1945 a
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up of monographs and conference proceedings on the issue of the restitution of cultural
assets stolen during WWII.#* A unique position is then occupied by an almanac upon the
70™ birthday of a historian and close friend Boris Celovsky, whose life and work are provi-
ded with an extensive study.®®> The symbiosis of a historian, a journalist and a narrator then
persuaded M. Bordk to try to restore the tradition of popular entertaining reading in the
form of two series of historical calendars from the years 1994-1997 and 2004-2006, which
he prepared together with another friend, editor Miroslav Tyrlik.%

jejich povélecna aplikace v ceskych zemich [Czechoslovak Legal Standards 1940-1945 and Post-War Applications
in the Czech Lands], BORAK, Mecislav - KOCIAN, Jifi — KUKLIK, Jan jr. (eds.), Brno 2008.

84 The Lost Heritage of Cultural Assets. The documentation, identification and repatriation of the cultural as-
sets of WWII victims, BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Praha 2005; Ztracené d&dictvi. Prispévky z ,kulatych stold” na
téma dokumentace, identifikace a restituce kulturnich statk( obéti Il. svétové vélky [The Lost Heritage. Contri-
butions of the “round tables” on the subject of documentation, identification and restitution of cultural assets
of the victims of World War 1], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Praha 2006; The Future of the Lost Cultural Heritage.
The documentation, identification and restitution of the cultural assets of WWII victims, BORAK, Megislav (ed.),
Prague 2006; The Future of the Lost Cultural Heritage. Documentation, Identification and Restitution of Cul-
tural Assets of the Victims of World War I, BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Praha 2007; KREJCOVA, Helena - KREJCA,
Otomar: Jindfich Baudisch a konfiskace uméleckych dél v protektoratu [Jindfich Baudisch and the Confiscation
of Artworks in the Protectorate], BORAK, Meislav (ed.), Praha 2007; KREJCOVA, Helena - VLCEK, Mario: Névraty
paméti. Deponéty Zidovského majetku v Uméleckoprimyslovém museu v Praze [Memories Returned. Jewish
Property at the Museum of Decorative Arts, Prague], BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Praha 2007; Restituce zkonfisko-
vanych uméleckych pfedmétd. Pfani nebo realita. Dokumentace, identifikace a restituce kulturnich statk( obéti
II. svétové valky. Prispévky z mezinarodni védecké konference v Liberci (24.-26. fijna 2007) [Restitution of Con-
fiscated Art Objects. Wishes or Reality. Documentation, Identification and Restitution of Cultural Assets of the
Victims of World War I, ed. Contributions from the international scientific conference in Liberec (24 — 26 October
2007)], BORAK, Megislav (ed.), Senov u Ostravy — Praha 2008; Restitution of Confiscated Works of Art. A Wish or
a Reality? Documentation, identification and restitution of cultural property of the victims of World War |l. Pro-
ceedings of the international academic conference in Liberec (24. - 26. 10. 2007), BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Praha
2008; KREJCOVA, Helena - VLCEK, Mario: Memories Returned. Jewish Property at the Museum of Decorative
Arts, Prague. (Translation of the opening pages, introductory study and editorial notes from the Czech-language
publication Névraty paméti), BORAK, Metislav (ed.), Praha — Senov 2008; KREJCOVA, Helena - VLCEK, Mario:
Vykupné za Zivot Vjvozy a vynucené dary uméleckych pfedmétd pfi emigraci #idi z Cech a Moravy v letech
1938-1942 (na pfikladu Uméleckoprimyslového musea v Praze) / Lives for Ransom. Exports and Forced Dona-
tions of Works of Art During the Emigration of Jews from Bohemia and Moravia 1938-1942 (the case of the Mu-
seum of Decorative Arts in Prague), BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Senov u Ostravy 2009; KREJCOVA, Helena - VLCEK,
Mario: M. Siegfried Blumenthal. Zivot v realité a mimo ni. ProtiZidovska opateni v Protektoratu Cechy a Morava
na prikladu loupeze majetku Siegfrieda Blumenthala a torzo jeho sbirky stfibra v Uméleckoprimyslovém muzeu
v Brné / Siegfried Blumenthal. Life In and Outside Reality. Anti-Jewish Measures in the Protectorate of Bohemia
and Moravia. The Looting of Siegfried Blumenthals Property and Part of his Silver Collection at the Museum of
Applied Arts in Brno, BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Praha 2010. “The West” Versus “The East” or The United Europe?
The different conceptions of provenance research, documentation and identification of looted cultural assets
and the possibilities of international cooperation in Europe and worldwide: proceedings of an international ac-
ademic conference held in Podébrady on October 8-9, 2013, BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Praha 2014; DRBOHLAV,
Vladimir -DRBOHLAVOVA, Vanda - KREJCOVA, Helena - PROUZOVA, Johana - VLCEK, Mario: Osudy vale¢nych
deponéti. Uméleckoprimyslové museum v Praze / The Wartime Fate of Deposits. Museum of Decorative Arts
in Prague, Volume 1, BORAK, Me¢islav (ed.), Praha 2014.

85 K pocté historika mnichovské konference. Sbornik pfispévki k osmdesatinam Bofivoje Celovského [An
Homage to a Historian of the Munich Conference. Collection of Contributions upon the 80" Birthday of Bofivoj
Celovsky], BORAK, Metislav (ed.), Slezsky sbornik, 101, 2003, 3, 161-420; Metislav BORAK, Historik Bofivoj
Celovsky a jeho dilo [The Historian Bofivoj Celovsky and His Work], Ibidem, 163-194; Metislav BORAK, Bofivoj
Celovsky, in: Biograficky slovnik Slezska a severni Moravy, nova fada, No. 11 (23), Ostrava 2008, 27-30.

86 Kratochvilny kalendar historicky Moravskoslezského dne na obycejny rok 1994. Za cisafe pana [An Enter-
taining Historical Moravian-Silesian Daily Calendar for the Ordinary Year of 1994. Back in Lord Emperor’s Day],
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The list of the jubilee celebrating scientist’s professional activities could yet go on for a
long time. He has published over 60 reviews and reports in the trade press.®” He presented
at 44 international conferences abroad, of which let us mention for instance the VII. World
Congress of ICCEES in Berlin 2005, where he led the panel on The Situation of National Mi-
norities in the Post-Communist Countries of Central Europe, and 95 conferences, seminars
and workshops in the Czech Republic.®® He compiled over a hundred expert reports for
various purposes, including the preparation of new legislation on compensation for WWII
victims and of the political persecution of totalitarian regimes, among which e.g. the com-
pletion and verification of the list of Slovaks executed in 1937-1938 in Kiev and buried in
the woods near the village Bykivnia near Kiev for the Institute of National Memory and the
Office of the President of the Slovak Republic Ivan Gasparovi¢ in Bratislava® in 2010-2011.

BORAK, Me¢islav — TYRLIK, Miroslav (ed.), Ostrava 1993; Kratochvilny kalendaF historicky Moravskoslezského
dne na obyéejny rok 1995. Za prvni republiky [An Entertaining Historical Moravian-Silesian Daily Calendar for the
Ordinary Year of 1995. Back in the Day of the First Republic], BORAK, Me¢islav — TYRLIK, Miroslav (ed.), Ostrava
1994; Kratochvilny kalendar historicky Moravskoslezského dne na prestupny rok 1996. Za vélky a po ni [An En-
tertaining Historical Moravian-Silesian Daily Calendar for the Ordinary Year of 1996. During and After the War],
BORAK, Me¢islav — TYRLIK, Miroslav (ed.), Ostrava 1995; Kratochvilny kalendar historicky Moravskoslezského dne
na obyéejny rok 1997. Za socialismu [An Entertaining Historical Moravian-Silesian Daily Calendar for the Ordinary
Year of 1997. Back in the Socialism Times], BORAK, Me¢islav — TYRLIK, Miroslav (ed.), Ostrava 1996; Moravskos-
lezsky kalendér na prestupny rok 2004 [The Moravian-Silesian Calendar for the Leap Year of 2004], BORAK,
Mecislav — TYRLIK, Miroslav (ed.), Senov u Ostravy 2003; Moravskoslezsky kalendai 2005 [The Moravian-Silesian
Calendar 2005], BORAK, Me¢islav — TYRLIK, Miroslav (ed.), Senov u Ostravy 2004; Moravskoslezsky kalendar na
rok 2006 [The Moravian-Silesian Calendar for the Year of 2006], BORAK, Me¢islav — TYRLIK, Miroslav (ed.), Senov
u Ostravy 2005.

87 E.g. Zpravodaj Slezského Ustavu CsAv Opava, Casopis SZMO, Slezsky sbornik, Tésinsko, Archivni ¢asopis,
Soudobé déjiny, Terezinské listy, etc.

88 Other contributions in the international forum in the country and abroad to be recalled are for instance the
conference Katyri — zlo¢in stoleti [Katyr - Crime of the Century] (Cesky Tésin, 1993), Les régimes post-commu-
nistes et la mémoire du temps present [Post-Communist Regimes and Contemporary Memories] (Paris, 1993),
50 rocznica tragedii zywocickiej [50. Anniversary of Zivotice Tragedy] (Havifov-Bludovice, 1994), S'Iqsk Cieszyniski
u zarania polskiej i czechostowackiej niepodlegtosci [TéSin Silesia at the Dawn of Polish and Czechoslovak Inde-
pendence] (Cieszyn, 1998), Dzieje i kultura Zydéw na Slasku [History and Culture of Jews in Silesia] (Wroctaw,
2000), Miedzy przymusowa przyjaznia a prawdziwa solidarnoscia. Czesi — Polacy — Stowacy 1938/39-1945-1989
[Between Forced Friendship and Actual Solidarity. Czechs-Poles-Slovaks 1938/39 — 1945- 1989] (Wroctaw, 2004),
Represje sowieckie wobec spoteczeristw Europy Srodkowo-Wschodhniej 1944-1956 [Soviet Repressions Against
the Population of Mid-Eastern Europe] (Piotrkéw Trybunalski, 2005), Beetween Russia and Germany. The problem
of displaced cultural goods in Central Europe in 2000-2006 (Warsaw, 2006), Holocaust Era Assets (Praha, Terezin,
2009), Istorija politiceskich repressij i soprotivlenija nesvobode v SSSR [History of Political Repression and the
Resistance to the Oppression in the USSR] (Moscow 2011), Ukrajina-Cechija: istorija ta s'ogodennja [Ukraine-Bo-
hemia: Mutual History] (Odesa 2012) aj.

89 On the issue of political persecution and compensation to their victims for example an expert statement for
the Committee of the Federal Assembly — the possibility of compensation to victims of the camps and prisons in
the Soviet Union (1992); for the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Parliament - draft of the bill on the compen-
sation of victims of war (1994); for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the Czech Republic — the specifics of the per-
secution of Poles in the Czech Lands during the war and the possibility of compensation (1999); for the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs the Czech Republic — the victims of Katyn crime and their nationality and the possibility of com-
pensation to their survivors (1999); for the Czech Social Security Administration — on the bill no. 172/2002 Coll. on
compensation of victims of deportation to the USSR (2002); for the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Repulic—a
proposal to the disclosure of funds significant to the Czech historiography, stored in the archives of the Russian
Federation (2006); for the Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes in Prague and for the Volja Magazine in
Moscow — Material on the Results of the project of Grant Agency of the Czech Republic no 409/09/0555 Perse-
cution of Czechoslovak Citizens in the Soviet Union, 1918-1956, carried out at the Silesian Museum and Silesian
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He held a number of consultations with individuals, organizations and various authorities,
and worked on nearly thirty national and international expert boards.” The results of his
scientific activities were naturally projected into his university instruction and he was able
to advise and help students in virtually all areas of the 20" century thanks to the breadth of
his scientific interests and contacts, as historian Jifi Fried| recalls.”" In this respect, his parti-
cularly significant merit is his contribution to the youngest faculty of the Silesian University
in Opava - the Faculty of Public Policies in Opava, where he commissioned several new
articles devoted to the problems of minorities, political persecution and the compensation
of their victims including study material; and he is the guarantor and chairman of the Pro-
fessional Council of doctoral study of the field Modern History of Central Europe.”

University in Opava (2010), etc. On the Position of the Polish Population of Té$in Silesia on the Issue of Volksliste
e.g. expert opinions for the Parliament of the Czech Republic — the bill on property restitution and rehabilitation
of the Polish Central School Association in Czechoslovakia and explanatory memorandum (1995); for the Ministry
of Defence of the Czech Republic — German Volksliste and service in the Wehrmacht (1994), the adoption of the
German Volksliste after reaching the age of majority (for the purposes of the application of Act 255/46 Sb, 1995);
for the Council of Poles in the Czech Republic and the General Committee of the Polish Cultural and Educational
Union - the position of the Poles in Té$in Silesia during the occupation (1999); to Czechoslovakia—Polish relations
expert opinions for the commission of the Czech National Council — analysis of the Polish press (1991); for the
foreign Committee of the Czech National Council — the problems of Czechoslovakia-Polish relations (1992), etc.
On the issue of the Holocaust and the restitution of the property e.g., expert opinions for the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Poland — the search for the 10 paintings from the collections of the Museum of Tésin
Silesia in Cieszyn, that were lost during the war, allegedly on the territory of today’s Czech Republic (2005); the
Documentation Centre for Property Transfers of Cultural Assets of WWII Victims— discovery of paintings: J. Wim-
mer “Still Life”, F. Frank “Viennese Square Am Hof” and “Viennese Kértnerring Boulevard”, seized by the Ge-
stapo from the Pammov Family of Lanskroun, searching out the descendants of the original owners and ensuring
documentation for the restitution (2007); for the Federation of Jewish Communities in Prague and the Ministry of
Defence of the Czech Republic — an assessment of the nature of the concentration camp in Nisko upon San and
the time of imprisonment of its prisoners in terms of Act no. 255/1946 Sb. (2008) and others.

90 He was a member of scientific councils of the Institute for Contemporary History of the Czech Academy of
Sciences in Prague (2000-2006) and the Silesian Museum in Opava (2005-2015), he is currently a member of
the scientific councils of the Silesian University in Opava and the Faculty of Public Policies of the Silesian Univer-
sity in Opava and of the scientific and programmatic Council of the Museum of Tésin Silesia in Cesky Té$in. A
long-standing member of the editorial boards of the Slezsky sbornik, Tésinsko and Slovansky ptehled, member
of the editorial board of Bitliotheca Tessinensis, Ksigznica Cieszyriska Cieszyn and the scientific editorial board of
the editorial centre of the Silesian University in Opava, he also operates in the professional councils of doctoral
studies focusing on Czech and Czechoslovak history at the Faculty of Philosophy and Science of the Silesian
University in Opava and the Modern History of Central Europe at the Faculty of Public Policies of the Silesian
University in Opava. He was a member of the permanent joint Czech-Polish Commission of Humanities at the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic (2000-2006), the Czech National Committee for
Central and Eastern European Studies (2001-2009) and a member and Chairman of the Apellate Committee for
the Compensation of Forced Labourers by the Czech Council for Victims of Nazism and the Czech-German Fund
for the Future (2001-2006). Currently, he continues to operate in the Czech-Russia (Russia-Czech) Commission of
Historians and Archivists, Czech-Polish Forum at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic and Polish—
Czech Scientific Society. In addition, he has worked in nine different professional working groups and committees.

91 FRIEDL, Jifi: Professor Metislav BORAK, Jubilating, 237.

92 For Bachelor’s study, he prepared for example the subjects Compensation to Victims of Repression, Protec-
tion of Minorities, The Problem of Minorities, Transformations of Reconstituted Poland, Jews and Central Europe;
for the follow-up master’s study Comparative Analysis of Political Persecution in the 20" Century Central and
Eastern Europe, Inter-Ethnical Issues in Central Europe; for Doctoral study Historiography of Modern Central
European History, Ethnic Minorities and Migration in Central Europe.

From his study materials e.g. BORAK, Megislav: Ochrana mensin. Rozsifeny sylabus a &itanka [Protection of Mi-
norities. An Extended Syllabus and Reader], Opava, 2006, 2 edition 2008; BORAK, Me¢islav: Odskodrovani
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An important part of Borak’s work is writing on current affairs and various forms of the
popularization of scientific findings. He has published over 500 articles in newspapers and
magazines, appeared in more than 100 television programs and 70 radio programs, fami-
liarizing the Czech and Polish public in an appealing way not only with the results of his
research, but also with historical events, tabooed topics and commonly unknown facts.?®

He dedicated a considerable part of his journalism to the experience of his study visits and
expeditions that took place over the two decades, mostly in Central and Eastern Europe,
but one of them introduced him to Latin America as well.?* Initially, he set out to the sites
of the events he was researching,” later, he organized interesting expeditions in the foots-
teps of historical theories and facts. In the summer of 1995, for instance, he organized the
Great Valachian Expedition, during which he and his two companions crossed on foot the
Carpathians Mountains, following a 1,600 km long route from the Banat at the Danube
through Romania, Ukraine, Poland and Slovakia into the Moravian-Silesian Beskydy Moun-
tains, to verify the migration theory on the origin of Valachs. In the summer of 2001, the
Expedition Amber Trail set out, which followed the tracks of the historic trade route from
Russian Kaliningrad at the Baltic Sea to Italian Aquileia at the Adriatic Sea both in the coun-
tryside and in the collections of more than a hundred museums on the territory of eight
countries.” Each of these expeditions was different, but the core was always an interesting
and novel idea and the effort to make historical events, his own experience, storytelling or
memories of witnesses and contemporaries available to the public. It is symbolic that while

obéti represi. Rozsiteny sylabus a ¢itanka [Compensation to Victims of Repression. An Extended Syllabus and
Reader], Opava, 2006, 2™ edition 2008; BORAK, Mec¢islav: Odskodriovéni obéti politickych represi. Distanéni
studijni opora [Compensation to Victims of Political Repressions. Distance Study Support], Opava 2012 [online],
available at: http:/elearning.fvp.slu.cz. For more details see: BORAK, Meislav: Problematika mengin ve studijnim
programu Slezské univerzity v Opavé [The Problem of Minorities in the Study Programme of the Silesian University
in Opava], in: Metody vychovy a vzdélavani ve vztahu k ndrodnostnim mensindm. Mezindrodni konference. 4.
setkani ndrodnostnich mensin a 23. setkani Hnuti R. 11. - 12. listopadu 2004, BALVIN, Jaroslav (ed.), Praha 2005,
27-30; BORAK, Mecislav: Polské aspekty v programu stfedoevropskych studif Slezské univerzity v Opavé [The
Polish Aspects of the Central European Studies Program of the Silesian University in Opaval, in: BARON, Roman
— MADECKI, Roman et al.: Ceska polonisticka studia: tradice a soucasnost (filologie — historie — politologie —
prévo), Praha 2014, 240-244.

93 Among daily press, these were mainly Moravskoslezsky den and Gtos Ludu, but also Nové svoboda, Met-
ropolitan, Ozvény, Region, Mlada fronta Dnes, Praca, Ostravsky vecernik, Nové Valassko, Denik, etc.; among
magazines Reportér, Hlas revoluce, Kulturni mésiénik, (v:esk)'/ Béhmen-Express, Tésinsko, Narodni osvobozeni,
Spole¢nost or Televize.

94 This was the expedition DEN v Mexiku [DAY in Mexico], which started in the early spring of 1997 in the foot-
steps of Czech exiles in Mexico, and established contacts with the Czech minority,

95 During the first study journey Zloéin v Katyni [Crime of Katyn] in 1990, he visited Katyri and Smolensk, and in
1993, expeditions Koncentraéni tabor v Nisku nad Sanem [The Concentration Camp in Nisko upon San] to Po-
land concerning the deportation fo European Jews and Obéti internacnich a zajateckych tabori na Ukrajiné [The
Victims of Internment and POW Camps in Ukraine] (Lviv, Stryj, Sambor, Drohobych) followed a year later Mista
obrany Podkarpatské Rusi v letech 1938-1939 [Defense Points of Carpathian Ruthenia 1938-1939] (Uzhgorod,
Ushok Pass, Chust, Buchtina, polonina Runa, Volove, Tiachiv, Velykyi Bereznyi Perechyn, Verecky, etc.).

96 Last of those expedition was hiking Okolo Moravy a Slezska [Around Moravia and Silesia] in the summer of
1998, tracing the historical land borders, whose objective was the documentation of the historic border stones
and the current situation on the Czech Republic borders with Poland, Slovakia and Austria.
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during his first expedition Zlo¢in v Katyni [Crime of Katyn] in 1990, he only visited Katyri
and Smolensk, after years of research and gaining new knowledge, in 2006, he set out on a
much greater expedition, Po stopach katyriskych zlo¢in( [In the footsteps of Katyrs Crimes]
again, which led him to a number of places in Russia, Belarus and Ukraine, and two years
later, on the latest expedition Po stopéch popravenych Cech( a ¢eskoslovenskych ob&an(
[In the Footsteps of Executed Czechs and Czechoslovak Citizens], leading to five cities in
Russia and Ukraine.?”

M. Borak presented the results of his historical research and expeditions to the public
through television films, for which he wrote the story and screenplay, prepared the docu-
mentation, and which he usually hosted himself. From half a dozen films, some received
extraordinary response, such as Zlocin jménem Katyri [A Crime Named Katyn] in 2007,
which won a number of prizes at international festivals and shows, and Secret Executions
in 2009, telling the story of about 500 Czechs and Czechoslovak citizens executed in the
USSR at the time of the so-called. ,Great Terror”.?®

An important part of the popularization of scientific research consisted of exhibitions and
display scenarios, in whose organization he was involved. Among twenty such events, the
Katyn exhibitions occupy a specific place, continuously presenting the newly established
facts. In particular the last one, which was installed as a representative event of the Czech
Embassy in Warsaw, presenting the results of the Czech research on the victims of the Ka-
tyn crime under the auspices of the Polish Republic’s Senate Marshal Bogdan Borusewicz
and the Ambassador of the Czech Republic in Warsaw Jan Sechtera in the building of the
Senate of the Polish Republic, 25 — 31 May 2011.7 From the other ones, let us recall an

97 In 2006, it was Moscow, Tver, Ostashkov, Mednoyie, Smolensk, Kozelsk and Katyr in Russia, Minsk and
Kuropaty in Belarus and Kharkov, Lviv, Starobyelsk in Ukraine, and in 2008 Moscow and Saint Petersburg in Russia
and Kiev, Lviv and Zhitomir in the Ukraine.

98 The documentary film Zlo¢in jménem Katyri [A Crime Named Katyn] in 2007 was awarded the prize of the
Dé&jiny a soucasnost magazine at the international festival Academia Film Olomouc, main prize Grand Prix 2007 at
the VII. International Festival in Bar, Montenegro, and the annual price of the Trilobite Display, in 2008 the main
price of the Visegrad Seal at the lll. Festival of Non-Central Studies of Public Television of theVisegrad and was
admitted at a number of international festivals and shows. For the film Zatajené popravy [Secret Executions] was
granted the Center of the documentary Ostrava on parade Trilobite Beroun 2009 honorable mention of the Czech
film and television Association (FITES). More films: Zprava o zloc¢inu [Report on a Crime] (1984), Stiny stréznich vézi
[The Shadows of the Watchtowers] (1988), Stiny svédomi [The Shadows of Conscience] (1990), Valka o tunel [The
War Over a Tunnel] (1992), Transport do neznama [Transport Into the Unknown] (1994), Bild mista na ¢erné zemi
[White Spots on the Black Earth] (1994), Vystrely v Karpatech [Shots Fired in the Carpathians] (1995), Nedovolené
sniatky [lllegal Marriages] (1996), Kfivda [Grievance] (1997), Intolerance (1997), Zatyka¢ na Oskara Schindlera
[Warrant for Oscar Schindler] (1999), Lebka [The Skull] (2009) and Abiturienti [The Alumni] (2012) and Po stopach
Jana Borovce [In the Footsteps of Jan Borovec] (2014 — professional cooperation). In addition, he appeared in
other films by other authors.

99 Ofiary Katynia [Katyri Victims]. PZKO Club Cesky T&sin, 31 August — 15 September 1990; Katy# — symbol
zlo¢ind stalinismu [Katyr — a Symbol of the Crimes of Stalinism]. Silesian Museum in Opava, 14 — 31 May 1991,
and the Bruntal District Museum, 29 November — 31 December 1991; Katyri — zlo¢in stoleti [Katyri — Crime of the
Century]. Museum of TéSin Silesia in Czech Té&Sin, 16 April - 9 May 1993; Katyr — prawda i pamiec [Katyn — Truth
and Memory]. Galeryjka Domu Narodowego Cieszyn, 10 — 29 April 1995; Katyriské zlociny — neznémé souvislosti
[Katyn Crimes --Unknown Context]. Hungarian Cultural Centre in Prague, 5 — 6 May 1999, Polish Institute, Prague
7 = 31 May 1999, Dom Narodowy, Cieszyn, Poland, 4 April 2000; Katyri — prawda i pamig¢ [Katyri — Truth and
Memory]. Ksigznica Cieszyniska v Cieszyné, 9 — 28 April 2000 (with a subsequent re-installing in Skoczow, Ustror
and Zebrzydowice); Katyri — Pamie¢ Narodu Polskiego / Katyri- the Memory of the Polish Nation. T&3in Theatre
in Cesky T&sin, 28 April — 9 May 2010 Memorial II. World War Il in Hrabyn, 18 May — 15 June 2010, the Senate of



CENTRAL EUROPEAN PAPERS 2015/1/1 31

exhibition on the transports to Nisko upon San'®, the participation in the organization of
an exhibition about the assets of Holocaust victims'™®' or the exhibitions about the perse-
cution of the Czechoslovak citizens in the USSR, which saw his professional collaboration
with young authors from the Prague Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes,'® he
has arranged two occasional thematic exhibitions.'® He has been also long involved in the
preparation of the museum exhibits in Havifov-Zivotice and at the World War Il Memorial
in Hrabyné&.™*

The extensive creative activities of M. Bordk have been highly rewarded. He has received
more than twenty various awards for his professional activity, of which we may recount
the various prizes for professional publication'® or the award in the national competition
“Gloria musaealis” for his participation in major publishing and exhibition feats.' For his

the Polish Republic, 25 - 31 May 2011, Kutno, 8 — 20 January 2012, and Gdansk 8 — 21 May 2012.

100 Transport do Niska [Transport to Nisko]. The New Town Hall in Ostrava, 18 October — 4 November 1994;
Monument to the Zivotice Tragedy in Havifov-Zivotice, 10 August 1994 — 31 December 1996.

101 Névraty paméti. Pfibéhy majetku obéti holocaustu [Memories Returned. Stories of the Assets of Holocaust
Victims], curators Helena Krej¢ovéa — Mario ViZek, Exhibition Hall of the Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague, 27
June — 28 September 2009.

102 Osudy ¢eskoslovenskych ob&ant v SSSR [The Fate of Czechoslovak Citizens in the USSR]. Exhibition of archi-
val documents and publications during a scientific conference. The Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic
in Prague, 20 February 2002; Cechoslovaci v gulagu [Czechoslovaks in the Gulag], authors Adam Hradilek, Jan
Dvorék, introductory text, Mecislav Borak, the Montmartre Gallery in Prague, 22 March — 31 May 2012 (subse-
quent reinstallation in the North Bohemian Museum in Liberec, in the Véclav Stécha Library in Slany, in the House
of National Minorities in Prague, at the Cultural and Information Club of the Old Arena in Ostrava); Zidé v gulagu.
Ceskoslovensti Zidé v sovétskych pracovnich téborech v obdobi Il. svétové valky [Jews in the Gulag. Czecho-
slovak Jews in Soviet Labour Camps During World War I1.], Vaclav Havel Library, Praha, 10 December 2013 — 12
January 2014, authors Adam Hradilek, Jan Dvorak (professional cooperation Mecislav Borék, and others).

103 DEN v Mexiku [DAY in Mexico]. Co—authors P. Hamza, M. Smyd, M. Tyrlik. Photographic exhibition. The An-
tonin Dvorék Theatre Ostrava, 16 October — 5 November 1997; Stereotypy i uprzedzenia: Polacy, Niemcy i Czesi
w karykaturach [Stereotypes and Prejudices: Poles, Germans and Czechs in Caricature]. Exhibition of historical
cartoons in the library of Uniwersytet Opolski in Opole in cooperation of the Evangelische Academy Gérlitz, Ins-
tytut Slaski in Opole and Silesian Museum in Opava, 20 November — 10 December 2000.

104 Okupace a odboj na TéSinsku 1938-1945 [Occupation and Resistance in Tésin Silesia 1938-1945], display
at the Memorial of the Tragedy of Zivotice in Havitov-Zivotice, since é August 1994, renovation in 2004; Obrana
Podkarpatské Rusi 1938-1945 [The Defense of Carpathian Ruthenia, 1938-1945], part of the display Okupace
a odboj v CSR 1938-1945 [Occupation and Resistance in Czechoslovakia 1938-1945], National Monument of
Freedom in Hrabyné&, from 26 May 1995 to 2005; Pamétnik Il. svétové valky v Hrabyni [The Memorial of World
War Il in Hrabyn&] (participation in the blueprint of the permanent exhibition 2004-2005); Doba zmaru a nadéje
[Time of Doom and Hope], a memorial of World War Il in Hrabyné& (a member of the organizing team to complete
the display since 2009). He also took part in the display Z historie Trineckych Zelezéren [From the History of Trinec
Ironworks], Museum of Tinec Ironworks in Tfinec, since 8 April 1994.

105 E.g. 1. prizes in the category of historical works in the competition of the Czechoslovak Union of Anti-Fascist
Fighters (1988) and in the competition of the Czech Union of Freedom Fighters (1998), the introductory word of
President Vaclav Havel to the publication of Transport do tmy [Transport Into the Darkness] (1994), the City of
Ostrava Prize for his share in the book Dé&jiny Ostravy [History of Ostrava] (1996).

106 In 2008, special award “Gloria musaealis” for publication of research results on the persecution of the
Czechs and the Czechoslovak citizens in the USSR was bestowed on him, then in 2009, he was included among
the recipients of “Gloria musaealis” in category Museum Exhibition of the Year 2009 won by the Silesian Museum
in Opava for the permanent exhibition Pamatnik Il. svétové vélky — Doba zmaru a nadéje [Time of Doom and
Hope, a Memorial of World War 1] (professional cooperation on the blueprint and implementation) and also the
second place in the category of the Museum Act of 2009, which was won by the Museum of Decorative Arts in
Prague for the project Névraty paméti — Pfib&hy majetku obéti holocaustu [Memories Returned - Stories of the
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research of the persecution of the population by totalitarian regimes and related activities,
he has received numerous honorary certificates and commemorative sheets, an honorary
Medal of the Czech Union of Freedom Fighters in 1997, and the ,Order of Scout Grati-
tude” in 2003. In 2006 he received the Honorary Medal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Czech Republic for his long-term participation in the development of Czech-Polish
cooperation. He has been repeatedly awarded for his role in the development of the Sile-
sian University in Opava.'”” His journalist qualities are well testified to by granting him the
highest journalist award — , The Quail Award” in 1997 and by the 1< prize in the journalist
competition ,Prix Non Pereant - Monuments in Need of Publicity” in the print category by
the Pro Bohemia Foundation and the Syndicate of Journalists of the Czech Republic, and
others.%

He has also gained high respect from our northern neighbours. Already in July 2001, he
was decorated with the ,Officer Cross of the Order of Merit of the Polish Republic” by the
President of the Republic of Poland, then in 2008, he received a diploma of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Polish Republic for significant merits for making a name for Poland
in the world. In addition, the Office for the Affairs of Resistance Fighters and Persecuted
Persons of the Polish Republic awarded him with the medal ,Pro Memoria” for , outstan-
ding merit for the preservation of monuments of the people and their actions in the fight
for the independence of Poland in World War II. and after its end” in 2001 and 2010 and
the Medal ,,Pro Patria” in 2011.

X X X

The multilateral and diverse activities of M. Borék confound not only by their scope, but
especially by their inter-dependency and continuity, which enable him to find new and
unexpected connections. They are characterised by a never ending search for the historical
truth, by uncovering the mechanisms of persecution and the long forgotten fates of their
victims, by the attempt to bring to light their memories and thus return them to their fami-
lies and descendants, by the search of the roots of the current conflicts in the historical me-
mory and the effort to solve them. In his work he combines erudition and deep knowledge
of each topic or issue examined with the fervour of a reporter, approaching the ,crime
scene”, and the ability to capture in special, engaging ways the results of the study of the
past. In the present Czech historiography, he is the founder of international renown of the
research on persecution of the population in Central and Eastern Europe in the 20* cen-
tury, and an expert on the issue of compensation to their victims, a leading expert of the
Holocaust and the restitution of lost Jewish assets. His researches of the persecutions, of
Czech-Polish relations, and of the Polish minority in Tésin Silesia and in Czechoslovakia are

Assets of Holocaust Victims] (professional cooperation on the exhibition and a share on the issue of Névraty
paméti [Memories Returned] and Viykupné za Zivot [Lives for Ransom] publications).

107 For scientific and pedagogical activities and representation of the University abroad, he was awarded the
2009 Commemorative Medal, a bronze one in 2011, and a silver one in 2013, of the Silesian University in Opava.

108 For example the Award of the Mayor of the city of Olomouc at the Festival “Academia Film Olomouc”
for the documentary film Valka o tunel [War Over a Tunnel] (1993), or 2™ prize from the journalist competition
"Ostravsky krystal — Vitkovice ‘98" in the category of regional press, bestowed by the Syndicate of Journalists
Ostrava and Vitkovice, Inc. (1998)
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highly valued both in our country and in Poland. At the same time, he is a tireless advoca-
te and promoter of the discovered knowledge, aiming at its practical use, including their
embedding in the legislation — an expert, to whom people and organizations may turn for
help and on whom they can rely. It is this ,feedback” upon the thousands of hours of hid-
den intense work, search for material and correspondence, which are nowhere to be seen,
and which were often the stimulus for further research. Although, according to the jubilee
celebrating man, the time of great projects is over, let us believe that this is not quite the
case yet and that we may look forward to his next creative achievements. For that, | would
like to wish him in the years to come especially good health, strength, and enthusiasm, on
which he has always relied both in serious and simple matters.



